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PREFACE. 



This little volume, though written with 
a more particular reference to the young, 
is yet intended for persons of all ages. A 
crisis has arrived in the history of the 
church; and unless the apostolic or true 
missionary spirit can be made to prevail, 
to a greater extent than it now does, fearful 
results await her. We know, indeed, that 
she is founded on a rock, and that the gates 
of hell can never wholly prevail. But we 
know, at the same time, that she may be 
subjected to severe, yea, tremendous trials; 
and may be driven, for a time, into the 
wilderness. 

li 
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VI PREFACE. 

Christians must awake. They must im- 
bibe more of the missionary spirit. We 
must have more aged, self-denying, cross- 
taking Pauls and Lukes, more middle-aged 
Silases, and more young Timothies. To 
this end, — especially the lat^r, — we must 
resort to appropriate means. What these 
means are, it is one object of the writer to 
develop in the following pages. ''Let him 
that readeth understand." 

Boston, Aprii., 1837. 
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CHAPTER I. 

INTRODUCTORY REMARKS. 

You have all read, I suppose, about 
Timothy ; what an excellent youth he 
was, and how from being a good child 
he became, as might have been expect- 
ed, a worthy man ; and, what is of infi- 
nitely greater consequence, — a good 
Christian and Christian missionary. 
You have read about him, in the Bible, 
1 say ; and perhaps some of you will 
refuse to read this book, wondering 
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why you should be expected to spend 
your time in reading that which you 
have read fifty or a hundred times be- 
fore. ' 

Now, if any young person, whose 
eye happens to rest on the title-page of 
this work, really thinks he knows all^ 
he can possibly know about young 
Timothy, then I have no objection to 
his saying so, and laying the book aside 
as useless. I write for those, only, 
who are willing and anxious to read 
what I write. I do not pretend to be 
wise above what is written in the 
Bible ; far enough from all that. I 
know nothing about Timothy, but what 
every body else may know, if they will 
study the Bible closely, and compare 
one part with another. This, however, 
is what many appear unwilling to do ; 
and what a much greater number seem 
not to know how to do. The former 
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arc too indolent to learn ; the latter may 
pessibly be instructed. 

It is for the latter class, principally, 
that I prepared this work. Of the in- 
dolent, — those who are too lazy to study 
those pages of Inspiration which are 
"able to make them wise unto salvation," 
— there is very little hope, either in this 
world, or in that which is to come. It is 
indeed possible, — barely so, — that they 
might be aroused from their indolence, 
were a great deal of pains to be taken 
with them ; but for the present, I am 
inclined to direct my efforts to those 
who are already awake, and anxious for 
information and instruction. 

To those, therefore, who do not un- 
derstand the best method of studying 
the Bible and Bible characters, I hope 
what I have to say in the following 
chapters, about young Timothy, — ^where 
he was born, his parentage, his convert 
2 
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14 THE YOUNG MISSIONART. 

sion, his labors at home, his missionary 
labors, and his general conduct and 
character, — will be of some service. I 
hope it will lead them to study the Acts 
of the Apostles and the Epistles of Paul 
with much more attention than they 
have ever done before, and see whether 
Timothy was or was not just such a 
man as I have represented him in the 
following pages. I hope it will do 
much more. I hope it will lead them 
to study, in the same way, the lives of 
all the men, women, and children men- 
tioned in the Bible. 

I have been struck, very often, with 
the exceeding great ignorance of many 
young people, — those too, in some in- 
stances who have been in the Sabbath 
school and the Bible class,^-concerning 
the lives and character of the many ex- 
cellent men and women mentioned .in 
the books of the Old and New TesfJi- 
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ment. They may, perhaps, be able to 
tell us something about Noah, and Mo- 
ses, and David, and Paul ; and perhaps 
a word or two about Joseph, and Sam- 
uel, and Elijah. But ask them where 
even Paul or Samuel was born, or where 
Timothy was born, where he lived, and 
preached, and was made bishop, and 
they cannot probably tell you any thing 
about it. 

This state of things is wrong. It is 
not, indeed, of so much consequence, 
that young people should be able to 
relate these things to others ; but it is 
of very great consequence that they 
should know them. We ought to be 
as familiarly acquainted as possible with 
every individual mentioned in the Bible. 
They are mentioned, with their virtues 
and their vices, for this very purpose, — 
to make us acquainted with them and 
to encourage us to imitate the former 
as well as to avoid the latter. 
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There is another thought that should 
come in here. We expect to become 
acquainted, — should we be so happy as 
to reach the blessed world to which 
they are gone, — with the good men and 
women and children mentioned in the 
Bible ; to see them face to face, and to 
hold delightful conversation with them. 
Now, will it not be useful to know 
something, — to know all we can, — about 
them, before we leave this world? 
Will it not be like an introduction to 
their acquaintance ? 

Perhaps there are few Scripture 
characters more worthy of our careful 
study, both for the interest their histo- 
ries afford, and the excellence of the 
example held out to us, than Timothy. 
Here was a youth, in a very wicked 
age of the world, and among a very 
wicked people, growing up almost or 
quite from infancy in the fear of God 
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and the love of his fellow men, be- 
lieving in the Savior as soon as he 
heard of that Savior, and becoming, for 
life, a humble and devoted Christian 
cind Christian missionary. And all this, 
too, w^ithout those ten thousand means 
of grace w^hich we in America now en- 
joy, — among the more important of 
which is the Sabbath school. In Tim- 
othy's time, Sabbath schools, as you 
probably know, had not been thought of. 
How came it to pass, that Timothy 
grew up so excellent a youth, and be- 
came, in the end, so distinguished a 
missionary of the cross ? Was it mere 
accident? Was there any thing mi- 
raculous about it ? Or was it owing, 
in some good degree, to parental care 
and parental instruction and example ? 
We shall be better prepared to judge of 
this, when we come to the future chap- 
ters of this work. 
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18 THE YOUNG MISSIONARY. 

O, my dear young friends, could 
Timothy have enjoyed the blessed 
privileges which you now enjoy, how 
much would he have prized them ! And 
though without them he became, with 
the blessing of God, a great and good 
man, he would doubtless, with their aid, 
have become still greater, as well as 
more useful. For even Timothy, with 
all his excellence of character and love, 
of God and man, was very far from 
being perfect. There is not a just man 
on earth, — so Solomon represents the 
matter^ — that doeth good and never sin- 
neth. At least, there never was a 
person on earth, who, with better priv- 
ileges and advantages than he enjoyed 
for improvement, might not have be- 
come wiser and better. 
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CHAPTER II. 

Timothy's Birth-place — Short Account of Lystrs 
— ^Imaginary Journey from America to Lystra — 
Period in which Timothy was bom— Qirooair. 
stances of his Birth and early Infancy. * 

Timothy was born at Lystra, a small 
city in the province of Lycaonia, in the 
country of Asia Minor. Some indeed 
have supposed he was born at Derbe, a 
city not very far distant from Lystra ; 
but I think they must have been mis- 
taken. It is true he had friends, if not 
relations, in both places ; but it was the 
city of Lystra that had the honor of 
being his birth-place. 

Lystra was situated about forty miles 
south-eastward of Iconium, or, as it is 
now called, Konieh ; and one hundred 
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20 THE YpUNG MISSIONARY. * 

and twenty south-eastward of Antioch, 
in Pisidia. It was about one hundred 
and thirty northward of Tarsus, in Cil- 
icia, the place where Paul was born, 
and one hundred and fifty north-west- 
ward of Antioch, in Syria. It is sup- 
posed, also, to have been about thirty 
or forty miles westward of Derbe. 

Of the size of Lystra, in the days of 
Timothy, we know very little. Prob- 
ably it was never a large city. It may 
have contained five or six thousand 
inhabitants. At present it is an incon- 
siderable village, by the name of Latik. 

It was in Lystra that Paul was 
stoned, one day, and left for dead, upon 
the ground ; not by the people of Lystra 
themselves, however, but by the en- 
raged Jews of Iconium, who had fol- 
lowed him thither. The Lystrans, for 
any thing we know, were a more civil 
people than the people of Iconium, 
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though even they were unquestionably 
very vicious; for this was the character 
of the people at that time all over the 
country of Asia Minor. 

Some of my younger readers, who 
have studied geography but very little, 
may hardly know so much about Anti- 
och, or Tarsus, or Syria, or even Asia 
Minor itself, as to be able to tell, at first 
thought, whether these countries lie 
east or west or north or south of us. 
We ought all of us to understand ge- 
ography so well, that when in reading, 
we come to the name of a place, we 
can see, with tbe eye of the mind, al- 
most in an instant, the whole place, 
and all the places and countries round 
it. In this way, alone, can we enjoy 
the full pleasure of reading papers and 
journals and books ; and especially the 
Bible. People who know nothing of 
geography take little interest in read- 
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ing the Bible, compared with those who 
have a good knowledge of this most 
important branch of study. 

For the sake of such of our readers 
as do not know in what part of the world 
Asia Minor is, it may be well for us to 
take an imaginary journey thither, and 
see if we can find our way to Lystra 
or Latik. 

We embark at New York in a vessel 
})Ound to Smyrna. Our course is east- 
ward. After sailing almost four thou- 
sand miles, we come to the straits of 
Gibraltar, with Spain on our left hand, 
and Morocco, in Africa, on our right. 
Thence we sail on, still eastward, 
through the Mediterranean sea, about 
two thousand miles more, leaving Bar- 
bary and Egypt on our right hand, and 
the islands of Sardinia and Sicily, with . 
the countries of Italy and Greece, and 
the Grecian islands on our left, to 
Smyrna. 
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THE TOUNO MISSIONARY. 23 

From Smyrna, we may go to Lystra, 
either by water or by land. If we 
choose to go by land, the distance is 
only about three hundred miles. But 
if we go by water, to Tarsus, and then 
the rest of the way by land, the dis- 
tance is much greater. The course, in 
going by land, is almost exactly east. 

Thus, in pursuing our imaginary jour- 
ney, we are now about five thousand 
miles eastward of New England. We 
have seen many objects of curiosity in 
our travels; but Latik alone, were it 
not for the fact that it was the birth- 
place of Timothy, the young missionary, 
would not be worth the trouble of a 
journey of twenty miles. 

At what period, exactly, Timothy 
was born, we cannot tell; but probably 
it was about the time of our Savior's 
ministry. Paul first became acquainted 
with him about the year 46 (though 
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some think it was later) ; at which time 
he is supposed to have been about 
sixteen years of age. 

There was nothing in the manner or 
in the circumstances of his birth, to 
lead to a belief, that he was to become 
so distinguished a man as he proved to 
be. He was weak and helpless at first, 
fike other infants; and subsequently 
childish, like other children. It was 
his pious education and other attending 
circumstances, which, with the full bles- 
sing of Almighty God, made him what 
he afterwards became, the humble, 
faithful, devoted Christian minister and 
missionary, and an example to the 
young of all Christian nations and after 
ages. 
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CHAPTER III. 

The Father of Timothy— The Mother— What she 
taught Timothy — The Scriptures — Ruining Chil- 
dren with Kindness — Did Timothy suffer early 
Injury — Timothy's Grandmother — Other Rela- 
tives — ^Mistakes in early Education, illustrated 
by an Anecdote — ^Advice to Children. 

The father of young Timothy was a 
Greek, born in Greece or some of the 
Grecian islands. In Bible language, — 
or rather in Jewish language, — he was 
a Gentile. The Jews, as perhaps you 
already know, called every body Gen- 
tiles,, except the people of their own 
favored nation, — the descendants of 
the twelve sons of Jacob. Whether 
they were Greeks, Romans, Egyptians, 
Ethiopians, or Asiatics, they were, to 
3 
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them, alike Gentiles ; and alike looked 
down upon and despised. Just as it is 
with us in regard to Pagan nations, 
whom we call heathen. Whether they 
are mild or fierce, kind or revengeful, 
polite or barbarous, let their character, 
— their private character, — be as it may, 
we call them alike heathen^ and many 
appear alike, naturally, to despise 
them. Whereas, their deplorable con- 
dition should rather make us pity and 
love them, and desire to do them good. 

Sometimes, however, in spite of the 
prejudice which the Jews had against 
the Gentiles, they intermarried witTi 
each other. Such things were rare, it 
is true ; almost as uncommon as for our 
people to intermarry with the Indians. 
Yet even the latter circumstance some- 
times occurs. 

The foregoing remarks apply to the 
case of the parents of Timothy. The 
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father, though a Gentile, had married 
a Jewess, She was a most excellent 
woman; and we even hear nothing 
against hhn in regard to his private 
character. We do not know but he 
was kind in his family, and deeply be- 
loved by all his friends and acquaint- 
ance. We only know that he was not 
of the true religion. 

There is one thing in favor of Timo- 
thy's father, which is, that he did not 
interfere with his mother in her man- 
ner of bringing Timothy up. She 
brought him up in the Jewish religion, 
— in her own way. Like other Jews, 
she taught him, as soon as he was old 
enough, to read the Scriptures, and to 
make his conduct, in life, conform to 
their requirements. She was a " Jew 
indeed ;" and meant to make Timothy 
so. She was not one of those parents 
who are contented with a fair outside, 
merely. 
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28 THE TOUNO MISSIONARY. 

Is it necessary to stop here, to tell 
you what those Scriptures were ? Ours, 
you know, consist of the books of the 
Old and New Testament; but the 
Jews, at that time, had no Scriptures 
but the Old Testament. The New 
Testament was not written. Indeed, 
the Jews of the present day are really 
without the New Testament ; for they 
do not reckon it among the books of 
God. They do not believe that Christ 
was the Savior of the world ; the Mes- 
siah that the Old Testament teaches 
them to look for; and therefore they 
do not receive, as holy or sacred, books 
which say that he is so. 

Timothy's mother, whose name was 
Eunice, was an excellent woman, as we 
know from the testimony of Paul con- 
cerning her, in his letters and epistles. 
Happy the child, in any age or country, 
who is blessed with a good and wise 
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mother ! She is a true friend, even if 
all others fail. Mothers may, indeed, 
be good and kind, but not at the same 
time very wise. Such mothers often 
spoil their children of both sexes, — 
perhaps out of pure kindness. 

But Timothy, we may be assured, 
was not spoiled with kindness. 1 will 
not say positively that his health was not 
injured by his mother's over-kindness, 
for he was constitutionally feeble ; and 
many a feeble constitution is made so 
by those mothers and friends who are 
wise enough to take pretty good care 
of the manners and morals. 

Timothy had also an excellent 
grandmother, and I suppose, from what 
the Scripture says, that they all lived* 
together in the same house. She ap- 
pears to have taken as much interest 
in his welfare as she would have done, 
had he been her own child. I forgot 
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to tell you her name; it was Lois; 
the mother's name, as I have already 
said, was Eunice, 

I oannot help thinking, from Paul's 
manner of speaking to Timothy in the 
first chapter of his second Epistle, that 
his father had very little to do, in the 
education of the son. Mothers usually 
irtake the deepest and most lasting im- 
pressions. But Timothy's father, I re- 
gard as a trading man, usually absent 
from the family ; or else an indifferent 
sort of man, who cared nothing about 
the education of his children. Either 
is bad enough in a father, who ought 
to join with and assist the mother in all 
her efforts at early education ; but nei- 
ther is quite so unfortunate for the 
children as for the father to set himself 
against the mother, or oppose her 
plans. Then a child is almost sure to 
be ruined ; whereas, he may possibly 
escape the dangers of negligence. 
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If you should ask whether Tunothy 
had any brothers and sisters, my reply 
is, that I do not know. If he had any, 
they are no where mentioned ; and to 
me it appears very probable that he 
had none. 

It seems that both the mother and 
grandmother of our young Timothy 
were very pious people ; and may not 
this account, in part, for Timothy's re- 
markable character? They not only 
brought Timothy up well, morally, but 
also religiously. Whether he was 
really converted under Paul's preach- 
ing, or whether his conversion was 
through the instrumentality of the in- 
struction of his mother and grandmother, 
after they became Paul's disciples, is 
not quite certain. In either case their 
efforts were among the means which 
led to his conversion. Paul calls Tim- 
othy his own son in the faith, which 
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makes it rather probable, that he was 
converted directly by the instrumental- 
ity of Paul himself. Still the observ- 
ing parent, should any such read this, 
will be very apt to wonder within him- 
self, whether Timothy would have been 
thusjconverted, had it not been for the 
good education and influence of his 
godly mother and grandmother. 

Timothy, from his early youth, as I 
have already told you, appears to have 
had a feeble constitution. Nothing is 
more common than this, when a child 
has two such kind mothers as Timothy 
had. No matter how excellent their 
intentions are, — we know they always 
mean well, — they very often ruin, or 
almost ruin, him with their kindness. 
So careful of him are they, — especially 
the grandmother,— so afraid he will be 
starved, or be wet, or catch cold, that 
they often over-feed or over-clothe 
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him ; and this always weakens him in 
his body. Perhaps the kindest moth- 
ers are the most apt to do mischief in 
this way; for those mothers who are 
not so kind, or have no grandmothers to 
help them on with their kindness, leave 
their children more exposed, and thus 
they sometimes have better constitu- 
tions and better health. No parents 
at all are sometimes better than those 
who spoil their children ; but good and 
wise parents are the greatest earthly 
blessings children can possess. 

I am not saying these things, my young 
friends, to set you against your parents 
or friends. This would be, in me, as 
far below the true mark of showing 
kindness, as some of these mistaken 
parents go above or beyond it. I am 
saying it, because it will prepare you to 
understand, by and by, why Paul, who 
was in part, probably, a physician, ad- 
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vised him to take medicine. Another 
reason why I say these things, is, for 
the sake of some grown persons who 
may chance to read this book as well 
as you. For their sake and for yours, 
I will conclude this chapter with the 
following anecdote. 

There is a family in New England, 
consisting in all of about ten persons, — 
the parents, a grand parent, three or 
four sisters of the parents ; and three 
or four children. All the adult mem- 
bers of the family are, I believe, reck- 
oned people of piety ; and some of 
them are distinguished in this respect. 
There seems to be, so far as I can learn, 
a good degree of harmony among thenai 
all. And yet they are ruining the little 
ones as fast, almost, as if this were 
their sole object. 

Do you ask how ? Why, when little 
James comes to the room of his aunt, 
or grandmother, she instantly caresses 
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him, gives him an apple, a fig, some 
raisins, or some sugar. No matter if 
he has been eating his breakfast but 
half an hour or an hour before ; they 
seem to think they cannot make him 
happy without giving him some nice 
little thing or other ; and James, on his 
part, seems to suppose that these choice 
bits, joined to grandma's or aunt's ca- 
resses, are the great objects of life. 

It is much the same with little Mary; 
and with her sister still younger, — 
Lucy, They are all so fondled and 
stuffed with choice things, and mfeide 
pets of, that they are twice as childish 
as some other children of their age, 
besides having feeble constitutions. 

Indeed, I might say more of James 
than that he has a feeble frame, he is 
actually sickly. This makes it so 
much the more necessary not to impose 
a heavy load on his stomachy or give 
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him things between meals. Indeed, his 
father and mother are not exactly 
pleased to have these things done ; yet, 
as they think they cannot do much 
harm^ and as they do not know the half 
of what actually takes place, they never 
complain. 

Every one of these children is likely 
to grow up into the world with a feeble 
body ; their minds will be also affected 
with their bodies. Though I am not a 
prophet, I may safely predict that not 
one of them will ever possess that 
actively benevolent character which 
their father and mother and all their 
friends wish them to possess. They 
were dedicated, when only a few 
weeks old, to God in baptism ; and I 
have heard the father say, that he 
prayed to God, very often, that James 
might become a missionary. But such 
feeble young folks are not likely ever 
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to make good missionaries or wives of 
missionaries. 

They can go out to distant countries, 
it is true ; but what can they do when 
they get there? Very little indeed. 
The climate, the food, &c., of the 
country where they go, will affect, un- 
pleasantly, their feeble frames; and 
they will uot have that energy of body 
which Paul had ; nor even that of Tim- 
othy. For Timothy, though naturally 
feeble, was converted to God while 
young ; and seems to have commenced 
the hardy life of a domestic missionary, 
while he was yet so young that he had 
time to improve his constitution. 

I wish children would not go to their 
grandmothers, and aunts, and uncles, 
and other good friends, for these choice 
things, as they call them, when they 
have almost just been eating ; or to 
the confectionary, or other places for 
4 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



38 THE YOUNG MISSIONART. 

fruit, or candy, or sweatmeats. And if 
they, do, I wish their friends and the 
shopkeepers knew better than to com- 
ply with their requests. The stomach 
wants a season after every meal, for 
rest; but these unwise children and 
unwise parents contrive to keep it 
always going without any rest; and 
thus they soon get it- into diseased 
habits that break down the constitution, 
perhaps before they reach middle age. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

Timothy's Conversion — ^His great Progress and 
Attainments — ^How made — ^Natural Effects of 
becoming a Christian — Conjectures about Tim- 
othy — ^How came he to be so well known at 
Iconium ? — What it is to be a Missionary — ^Tim- 
othy's Preparation to become one. — ^What Ed- 
ucation is — ^Timothy must have been well ed- 
ucated — ^His early Associates — ^The Mother the 
best Associate— Religion makes us value our 
Homes. 

Timothy, then, as we have already 
seen, had been taught the holy Scrip- 
tures from his early childhood ; and had 
been educated, it is supposed, with 
great care, — and not by any means 
without prayer, — by his pious parent 
and grandparent. For what occupation 
in life they designed him we do not 



d by Google 



40 THE TOUNO MISSIONARY. 

know. They probably thought the 
main thing was to make a good man of 
him. It is of less consequence what 
people do in life, than how well they 
do. It is of the highest importance to 
be trained virtuously and religiously; 
then, with suitable pains, and study, and 
time, we may become fit for almost 
any occupation or professicHi. 

It seems, also, that during the first 
foreign mission under Paul and Barna- 
bas, he went as far as Lystra. Timo- 
thy, then supposed to have been about 
fifteen or sixteen years of age, became 
a convert to the new religion, the re- 
ligion of Christ. We may also, with 
great reason, conclude that his grand- 
mother Lois and his mother Eunice 
were among the first to leave their 
synagogue, and to attach themselves to 
the company of the ^oor despised 
Christians. 
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Be this as it may, however, one 
thing we know ; that when Paul and 
Silas came that way three or four years 
afterward, Timothy had made such 
great progress, and such attainments, 
that Paul did not hesitate at all 
about taking him with him as a kind of 
assistant in his mission. This, you will 
perhaps recollect, was at the second 
foreign Christian mission ever perform- 
ed. The first was made by Paul and 
Barnabas; the second by Paul and Silas, 
on the occasion of which I have ndw 
been speaking. 

How had Timothy made such attain- 
ments in the short space of three or 
four years? By what means had he 
become so distinguished for his piety 
and pious zeal, that Paul and Silas so 
soon made up their minds to take him 
with them into Europe? 

There were probably many reasons 
4* 
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why he had made such great proficien- 
cy. In the first place, Christianity, 
when it is heartily embraced and lived 
up to, in all its spirit, always makes a 
very great change in the character of 
men. It makes them think and act 
with more energy; it gives them a 
strong will ; it generally, though per- 
haps not always, gives them clearer 
heads and better powers of judging. 
At all events, it is pretty well known 
that a really ignorant man will some- 
times learn more of himself, of men 
and things around him, and even of 
books, in six months after he is con- 
verted, than he had done in six years 
before. Timothy was not of the num- 
ber of those who are bred in ignorance, 
it is true ; still there are, as I have al- 
ready said, these natural reasons why 
he should have made very great pro- 
gress, and secured great attainments. 



d by Google 



THE YOUNG MISSIONARY. 43 

But secondly, he appears to have 
been actively and usefully employed. 
When Paul and Silas arrived, he v^^as 
well spoken of, v^^e are told, by the 
brethren which were at Lystra and 
Iconium. What would his Christian 
brethren at Iconium be likely to have 
known of him, — a young man not yet 
twenty years of age, — if there was 
nothing peculiarly striking in his char- 
acter? Iconium was forty miles dis- 
tant ; and there was not such rapid and 
frequent conmiunication from city to 
city, in those days, as we now have. 
It is true, that they had good roads 
between some of the powerful cities of 
that country; but then .they had no 
mails that conveyed intelligence for the 
common people. Princes and great 
men had news from all parts ; but not 
the mass of the community. And as 
for steamboats or railroads to carry 
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« 

passengers and news in those days, 
why, they had not been thought of. 

Is there not good reason for believ- 
ing that God was all this while stirring 
up this young man, and fitting him for 
a great future work ? That he should 
be favorably known in Lystra was not 
strange ; but if he was naturally modest 
and even diffident, how came he to be 
" well reported of at Iconium ?'' 

To me it seems most probable, that 
young as Timothy now was, he had 
already begun to teach. Not perhaps 
to preach any thing like regular ser- 
mons; but to exhort^ perhaps; make 
public prayers; assist in chanting j 
singings &c. — All this, if it was really 
done, and done with a right spirit, 
could not fail to be a means of promo- 
ting his moral and religious improve- 
ment, " his growth in grace, and in the 
knowledge of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ." 
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But this is not all. I must be al- 
lowed to believe, — though it is mere 
belief or rather conjecture — that at the 
appearance of Paul and Silas, Timothy 
had been for some time making direct 
efforts to fit himself for a missionary. 
I conclude, too, that he was doing it 
not only in accordance with the wishes 
and prayers of his mother and grand- 
mother, but even with their aid and 
assistance. 

Some of you, who have, as yet, 
caught none of the true missionary 
spirit, may wonder why Timothy of 
his friends should think of making him 
a missionary. Now, perhaps I do not 
mean the same thing by the word mis- 
sionary that you suppose. Many peo- 
ple — perhaps yourselves among the rest 
—•are accustomed to think that person 
alone a missionary who goes away from 
home some hundreds or thousands of 
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miles, in orders to preach or spread the 
gospel. But the twelve apostles were 
missionaries, and the seventy disciples 
were missionaries. Any person sent 
to spread religion is a missionary. 

Perhaps this last statement may sur- 
prise you stin more. It certainly will, 
if you reflect much upon it. If a mis- 
sionary is a person sent to spread reli- 
gion, all Christians, you will possibly 
conclude, are missionaries, since it is 
the duty of all Christians to do all they 
can to spread the Christian religion. 
And if you should not make such a 
conclusion, it is so. 

Yes, all Christians are expected to 
be missionaries. They are sent into 
the world to spread the gospel, — to 
promote the love of God and man in 
the hearts of themselves and their fel- 
low-creatures. Some are to do this at 
home ; and can do it most effectually 
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there. Others are best fitted to go 
abroad in their own country ; such are 
usually called (domestic or home mis- 
sionaries. Others, still, think it their 
duty to go to foreign countries. They 
are foreign missionaries. 

Now, then, I cannot help regardmg 
every Christian as a missionary. In be- 
coming a Christian, he gives up all other 
objects except the spread of the truth, 
" as it is in Jesus Christ,'' and pledges 
himself to devote all his powers of body 
and soul to that. 

Such a missionary, no doubt, Timothy 
was. From the time of his very con- 
version, he had doubtless considered 
himself as set apart to the business 
of spreading the gospel. As to the 
way and manner, — ^whether he should 
do it at home or abroad, — perhaps he 
had not thought so much. 

True love to God aind man fires th^ 
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soul with a desire that others too should 
taste it. How think you Timothy 
must have felt, when he looked round 
upon the nations of Asia Minor, the Ly- 
caonians, the Galatians, the Phrygians, 
the Pamphylians, the Cappadocians, 
&c., and saw the great wickedness in 
which they lived, and in which they 
brought up their children to live ? Do 
you think he spent the three years of 
Paul's absence, and before his return 
with Silas, in doing nothing ? 

There would be more room for be- 
lieving this to have been possible, had 
Timothy's early education been neg- 
lected. For though he who really 
embraces the truth, let him be ever so 
ignorant, will suddenly and often unex- 
pectedly make very great improvement; 
yet he will be able to do little compared 
with what he might, had he been reli- 
giously educated ; had he been educa- 
ted as, in fact, Timothy was. 
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Do not misunderstand me. When 
I speak of early education, I do not 
mean the knowledge of books alone. 
They had not many books in those 
days, and what they had were written 
ones ; and, except the sacred books, not 
so interesting as ours. Nor had they 
schools, as we have. But by education, 
I mean, what is commonly called 
" bringing up." And when I say, that 
Timothy's early education was well 
attended to, I mean to be understood 
to say he . was brought up, or trained 
up, well. Solomon calls it traimng up« 
" Train up a child in the way he should 
go," says he, "and when be is old, he 
will not depart from it." 

To bring up, or train up, or educate 
the young well, from the first, is to set 
before them a good example in all 
things ; to accustom them to good hab- 
its of body and inind; to good and 
5 
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proper feelings towards their parents, 
their friends, and others. It would 
include a great deal. It would include 
attention to every thing, which has a 
tendency to make us useful, or happy, 
here or hereafter. 

Now when Paul said, in writing to 
Timothy, that he had, from a child, 
known the holy Scriptures; when he 
commended, so much, the character of 
his mother and grandmother; when we 
consider what a reputation he had 
gained, at Paul's second arrival; and 
when we consider all that is said of 
him, both in the Acts and in Paul's 
Epistles and letters to him, who can 
doubt that he was well educated? I 
cannot doubt on the subject, except as 
I have already said, in another chapter, 
in regard to the management of his 
health. 

I cannot believe that Timothy was 
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suffered, while he was a boy, to prefer 
the company of bad boys to that of 
good ones. It was very fashionable, 
in those days, in Asia Minor, to use bad 
and profane language, and to speak 
falsely; and if you have ever lived 
where swearing and lying are common 
vices, you know how easy it is to catch 
the distemper. Timothy, like other 
boys, must have been fond of play and 
of society ; and play he must have had. 
Boys will have it, unless we confine 
them. You might as well prevent the 
young lamb from frolicking, as boys 
from playing, if they have their liberty ; 
and this liberty, at proper times, and 
with proper associates, they ought to 
have. 

Was Timothy permitted to seek his 
amusement with the boys of Lystra? 
Was he allowed to go to all sorts of 
exhibitions, and witness all sorts of 
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scenes, good or bad ? Or ha^ he no 
employment? But I need not have 
asked the last question, I suppose. 
ProbaHy, many of you know, that the 
Jews had a proverb, that whoever was 
not brought up to a trade was brought 
up for the gallows ; and that they had 
their boys, however rich, or however 
poor, learn and practise some useful 
occupation. 

If Timothy was permitted to go 
abroad where he would be exposed to 
wicked company, I cannot think it was 
frequent, or alone. Perhaps, with some 
good friend by his Side, he might have 
been permitted, to witness the proceed- 
ings of the boys a few times a year ; 
enough to make him abhor their wick- 
ed conversation and conduct. Perhaps, 
when he went abroad, his mother or 
his father went with him. 

But I will tell you what I think 
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much more probable still. It is, that he 
did not like the society of the boys of 
Lystra, and that he chose to employ or 
amuse himself at home. It is the case 
with here and there a boy, who has 
been brought up at home, under the 
eye of an excellent but tender mother, 
that he does not care much for other 
society. He even grows indifferent 
about play, and if his mother allows 
him in it, and if he has no brothers and 
sisters, will stay in the house half his 
time. 

I do not know, — nobody can know 
with certainty, — but Timothy had 
brothers and sisters. If he had, and if 
they, too, were well educated, it was 
much more easy for his mother to get 
along with him, than otherwise it would 
have been. 

If she was the right sort of mother, 
—as I believe she must have been, — 
5* 
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and if they were not so poor that she 
was obliged to work all the while to 
get a living, — and I think it highly 
probable this was not the fact, — she, 
unquestionably, became the playmate 
of her son. In this way,— and perhaps 
in this way alone, — could she accom- 
plish at one and the same time, the 
two objects, of keeping him out of the 
streets, and of allowing him to have air, 
and exercise, and play enough. 

Many a parent has been the princi- 
pal playmate of his children. Many a 
father has spent hours of each day in 
amusing bis children; and many a 
mother has done the same. And, per- 
haps, you may have observed, that no 
children love their parents so well, or 
take so much pleasure in their company, 
as the children of those parents who 
show, by their whole conduct, that they 
take great pleasure in their society. 
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In fact, an ingenious parent may almost 
always allure them from the desire of 
any other company than his own and 
that of the mother, if he takes pams 
enough for it. 

Now I do not say, that this is best, in 
all cases, if it could be done. I do not 
say, that all parents can find time to play 
as much as they might wish to do witli 
their children. But I do say, that 
when people live where the youth of 
the place are very vicious, parents 
should draw off their children all they 
can from their society ; and that they 
will do it most effectually, and with 
most safety to their health, when they 
do it by conversing with them, walking 
with them, and talking with them 
themselves. 

What happier sight is there in the 
world, than to see the young most 
happy in the society of their own fam- 
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ily ; — to see them have the brightest 
eyes, the swiftest tongues, and the 
most active limbs, while with their 
father, and mother, and brothers, and 
sisters ! And what more painful sight 
can there be, to one who foresees the 
consequences, than that of a child who 
is no where so miserable as at home ; 
who feels as if he were in a prison 
while there; and who is only happy 
when he can escape, and get with other 
boys, or other society ! 

Can you believe, for one moment, 
that Timothy was most happy abroad 
among the children of Lystra? Do 
you not feel sure, that the domestic 
circle was the happiest place for him, 
even before he came to be a disciple of 
Christ ? But if it was a happy place 
before his conversion, was it a less 
happy one after it ? On the contrary, 
was it not much more so ? 
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The religioii of Christ mafces hofBoSf 
and parents, wad friends^ d«arer than 
erer before ; aad if Tknothj was fond 
of the parental fireside before fak con* 
version, he was probably doubly fond 
of it afterward. It would be impossiblo 
for him to relish, better tiban before, the 
wickedness of the city that surrounded 
him. 

Do you ask me, what all this has 
to do with Timothy's preparation to 
become a missionary? My reply is, a 
great deal ; as I think you yourself will 
see, before we get through with this 
and the following chapter. 

If such was the education, or training 
which Timothy received, we can easily 
see how he should have made great 
religious improvement, and become so 
much known during PauPs absence; 
especially if we suppose he became, in 
the mean time, a kind of public speaker 
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or exhorter. We can also see how he 
came to be so well fitted, not only for 
a missionary at hoqtie, but for a foreign 
missionary. But I must close this 
long chapter, and give you the remain- 
der of my thoughts about Timothy's 
preparation for the life to which he 
finally became devoted, in another. 
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Means of Timothy's Improvement in the Family — 
By Conversation — What could be done for the 
Church— For Others— For Adults— For Children 
— For the Lystrans — ^Why we think st> little of 
becoming Missionaries, now a-days — By Reading 
—The Old Testament— Matthew, if they had his 
Gospel— By Reflection— By Prayer— By Self-De- 
nial — ^In Drinking — ^In Eating — ^In LangUager-In 
Dress — ^The Temptations which beset him. 

After all, I cannot help thinking 
that Timothy was roused, soon after 
his conversion, to make special prepara- 
tion for becoming a more distinguished 
missionary than some Christians have an 
opportunity of doing, were they so dis- 
posed. Let us consider some of the 
kinds of preparation, which we may 
suppose he made. 
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I. By conversation. I do aiot sup- 
pose the conversation in the family to 
which Timothy belonged, was ever of 
the light, trifling kind ; so far, at least, 
as the mother and grandmother were 
concerned, I suppose that, though not 
always grave, it was always improving. 
There are a thousand topic?, which can 
be discussed in well-arranged and well- 
ordered families, without descending to 
levity. There may be much that is 
truly excellent in the conversation of 
the family circle, and which would lead 
the members of the family to self-deni- 
al, self-exertion, and self-sacrifice, even 
without leading the youngest child to 
any painful reflections or improper as- 
sociations. It is by no means necessa- 
ryy that amusing conversation should 
be sinful conversation. 

After the conversion of Timothy and 
his parent and grandparent, it is natu^ 
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ral to conclude, that the tone of conver- 
sation m the family, however excellent 
it had previously been, was somewhait 
changed. They had devoted them- 
selves, their property, their time, their 
talents, their influence to their Redeem* 
er. The natural topic of conversation, 
— ^if their conversion was genuine, — 
would be the condition of the impeni- 
tent around them ; and the most natu- 
ral, as well as prevailing question would 
be. What can be done for them ? 

What could be done for the church ? 
For it is highly probable, that many in 
that region, who appeared to be con- 
verted, on first hearing the gospel 
preached by Paul and Barnabas, turned 
out to be only half converted ; and that 
many others were in a backslidden, or, 
at least, very unhappy state. What 
should, — ^what could, — be done for 
them? Was it by his efforts to reclaim 
6 
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these, that Timothy became so well 
known at Lystra and Iconium. 

What could be done for those who 
had not heard Paul, or who had disre- 
garded his voice ; and who still staid 
away from the society of those who 
were in the habit of assembling at 
Lystra, every Lord's day, for worship? 
What could be done for adults, and 
what for children ? 

In regard to the adults ; what could 
be done for the theatre-going people ? 
What for those who were so shocking- 
ly addicted to swearing? What for 
liars ? What for the profane ? What 
for the intemperate, the gluttonous, and 
the licentious? What for those who 
were guilty of other detestable or hein- 
ous vices ? 

In regard to children ; what could be 
done for orphans? What for those 
who had parents? Could either of 
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these classes be instructed? Could 
they be reclaimed from bad company ? 
Could they be induced to attend church? 
Could any other measures be adopted, 
which would be likely to advance the 
cause of Christ ? 

What could be done in Lystra? 
What in the country around it ? What 
in other neighboring cities and coun- 
tries? What in cities and countries 
more remote ? What could be done in 
Europe ? What in Africa ? 

And if any thing could be done at home 
or abroad, how could it be done ? Was 
it by example alone? By preaching 
alone ? By copying and circulating the 
Scriptures alone ? Or was it by a com- 
bination of some or all of these means ? 

In the discussion of these and such 
like questions, may we not imagine 
that many an evening hour, as well as 
many hours of the day were employed 
at the abode of Lois, and Eunice, and 

Digitized by VjOOQIC 



64 THE TOUNG MISBIONART. 

Timothy ? May we not suppose, that 
they formed many plans for doing 
something ? May we not even suppose, 
that they sometimes thought even as far 
as Europe and Africa, and wished that 
Timothy might have a favorable oppor- 
tunity of going thither ? 

Christians of modern days, who tru- 
ly give up their children to God in 
baptism, give them up to him without 
reserve.^ They do not intend to with- 
hold them, should it be in their power, 
from any service to which God, in his 
providence, seems to call them. Evea 
should they be called to go and reform 
the murderous Battas in the East, or 
the treacherous Malays, no true parents 
would hinder them. Nay, they would 
rejoice, and give glory to God, that 
he had made them the parents of such 
children. They would esteem it a 
favor that themselves or their children 
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should be called to lay down, — not in- 
deed throw away, — their lives, for the 
'cause of their Redeemer. 

Some, indeed, there are, who are 
called Christians, who would deem such 
a thing a hardship. They would give 
up their offspring in this way, not 
cheerfully or with a willing mind, but 
grudgingly; though they well know 
that God loveth a cheerful giver. But, 
as the Bible says, they are not all Isra- 
el that are of Israel, so, it may be said 
in the present case, they are not all 
Christians that are called so. 

For it is a notorious fact, that al- 
though we know ten times as ' much 
about the condition and WBnts of the 
perishing heathen world as could possi- 
bly have been known, — except by a 
special revelation, — in the days of Paul 
and Timothy ; though we have news- 
papers, and heralds, and books, that 
6* , 
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teem with: accounts of openings, every 
where, for missionaries; though the 
Macedonian cry. Come over and help 
us, is wafted on the wings of every 
breeze; though professed Christians 
every where abound, and many of them 
have nothing to do, it is seldom, indeed, 
that you can induce one to start on a 
foreign mission. 

One reason for this most astonishing 
fact is, that they have not been trained 
to consider the subject. They have 
not been trained to consider what their 
duty is. They have not been trained 
to look over the map of the world, of- 
ten, and see its amazing darkness and 
destitution. To sit down and talk 
over these matters, around the fireside, 
— and to talk of them with as deep an 
interest as they would speak of the rise 
and fall of property, the style and mag- 
nificence of some new dwelling, or the 
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elegance and r^eatness of some new 
carriage or suit of clothes, — i^ a thing 
which, in many uominallj Christian 
families, was never heard of or dreamed 
of; and were it to happen, it would 
excite smiles, if not ridictile. 

The subject of missions at home or 
abroad, if ever spoken of, is spoken of 
either with indifference or pain. Self- 
denial at home, and self-sacrifice both 
at home and abroad are spoken of as 
hardships ; great hardships. They for- 
get, that for every self-denial and self- 
sacrifice at home or abroad, they are 
promised by Him who has all power in 
heaven and earth, a hundred fold eve^ 
in this life ; and m the world to come 
life everlasting. 

How, then, can our young men and 
our young women, be expected to grow 
up to maturity, with aiiy thing of the 
true missionary spirit 1 Qpw can they 1)6 
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expected, notwithstanding our own and 
their vows, and covenants, and resolu- 
tions, to be devoted to any thing but 
the pleasures and allurements of the 
passing moment! 

II. Reading. I suppose another way 
by which Timothy may have been led 
to a life of devotion to God, was by 
reading, united to or accompanied by 
religious conversation. Do you ask 
what he could have read ? Do not the 
books of the Old Testament alone hold 
out encouragement enough, — in the 
lives of eminent, holy, self-denying 
men and women, — to a life of devotion 
to the wants of our fellow-men ? One 
might suppose so. 

I do not see how a single book of 
the whole canon, — and I doubt not 
they were all perused again and again, 
in this excellent family, — could have 
been read over without awaking in the 
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breast of the young Timothy^ a most 
intense sympathy with the wants of 
humanity ; or without nerving him to a 
holy struggle, not only with sin in his 
own body, but with spiritual wickedness 
in high places. 

But, perhaps, they had more than the 
Old Testament. Perhaps the book of 
Matthew had been written from ten to 
fifteen years before this. Some think 
so ; th<High on this point I have many 
doubts. If it was written, this family 
probably had it. O, what a treasure 
it must have been to them ; and what 
a spirit must the holy and heavenly 
example of the living, and suffering, and 
dying Son of God, have awakened in 
their bosoms ! 

III. Reflection. Perhaps men are 
fitted for great enterprises by reflection 
as much as by any one thing. But do 
we know that Timothy was a young 
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man of reflection? Young men of his 
years are often charged with being 
wanting in this respect. But whoever 
will read the two letters addressed to 
him by Paul, will have no longer any 
doubt that Timothy was remarkable 
for habits of reflection. 

No young man ever accomplished 
great things, without planning great 
things. If Timothy, in his hours of 
reflection, did not lay, — in humble reli- 
ance on God, — the most extensive 
plans for promoting the good of his 
fellow-men, then he must have been 
unlike all other men, who, in after 
life have turned out so well. He 
must have been, in his character, an 
anomaly. 

IV. Prayer. That Timothy was 
greatly assisted in preparing for the 
work of a missionary by prayer, there 
can be no doubt. It is hardly possible 
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to conceive of him otherwise than as a 
man of prayer. On this part of the 
subject, it is not surely necessary that 
I should dwell. 

V. Self-denial. We have something 
positive in regard to Timothy's self- 
denial. When we find a young man 
so temperate in regard to drinks, that 
an aged apostle, — a father in the 
church, — is under the necessity of lay- 
ing his commands upon him in order to 
induce him to drink something stronger' 
than water, just as a medicine, what 
may we not infer in regard to his gen- 
eral habits of temperance and self- 
denial ? 

Will any one believe that he was 
accustomed to eat gluttonously; to 
lounge away his time in unneccessary 
sleep, or idle conversation about the 
news, or about somebody's failings, or 
errors, or follies ? Or that he indulged 
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himself in any of the other lashionaUe 
though criminal errors of the day and 
country in which he lived ? 

There was the greater necessity of 
his exercising the strictest habits of 
self-denial, on account of his feeWe 
health. The strong in body,— those 
who have, as it were, a large stock or 
capital, to live upon, — do not perceive 
such immediate suffering from a little 
indulgence, as do the feeble. I do not 
say that they are not injured as much, 
but only that if they are, they do not so 
immediately appear to suffer. 

As soon as Timothy was converted 
to the faith of Christ, I fancy he must 
have commenced a course of self-denial. 
Or, if he was self-denying before, he 
probably found occasion to strengthen 
and increase his habits.. 

Christ, by his example, as well as by 
precepts, calls us to more than habits 
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of self-(}enial ; he t^lh us to t^e cross, 
and that daily. He teaches us that it 
is better to. pluck out a right eye or cut 
off a right hand, than not to make all 
those sacrifices which the strictest in- 
terpretation of his religion would enjoin. 

Had Timothy caught, in any degree, 
the habit of speaking falsely, which 
prevailed at that time so universally, — 
though we can hardly suppose §uch a 
thing of him, — had the habit become 
as natural to him, almost, as breathing, 
the new professions he had made,— of 
love to his divine Master, — demanded 
that he should now deny himself in this 
matter with the utmost strictness. 

Had he caught the habit which , Pe- 
ter found it so hard to eradicate,— that 
of using profane language, — the religion 
of Christ demanded here too, the stout- 
est self-denial. It taught him, that for 
every idle word that men speak, they 
7 
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shall give account thereof in the day of 
judgment. 

Was he fond of dress ? Did he like to 
appear well, — respectably, as people 
say? — he was now taught by the exam- 
ple of our Lord, and by that of Paul, as 
well as the teachings of both, that 
whosoever is the friend of the world, 
in this matter, — whosoever uses a single 
cent of money for dress that could as 
well be dispensed with, — is the enemy 
-of God. 

Was he fond of what is commonly 
called good eating ? His religion taught 
him that the best food was that which 
was best for his health. It probably 
taught him, too, as it does all people of 
sober, good sense, who reflect a mo- 
ment, that it is as much and as really a 
sin to eat too much, or to use food too 
rich or too stimulating, as it is to drink 
too much, or to drink that which is 
unwholesome. 
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We have already s.een what Timo- 
thy's notions were about drinking. 
Though he lived almost eighteen 
hundred years before the dispute be- 
tween temperance and total abstinence, 
Timothy was most decidedly a total 
abstinence man ; or, as the English call 
it, a teetotaler. More than this; he 
did not drink any thing stronger than 
water ; and would not probably do so 
were he alive now, unless some physician, 
or somebody with authority like that 
of Paul, should recommend it. 

Timothy had neighbors and acquaint- 
ances, no doubt, who thought he was 
too rigid with himself. What could 
be the need, they probably asked, of so 
much abstinence, and plainness, and 
self-denial? What could he gain by 
it ? His constitution, which was feeble, 
they thought needed something more 
strengthening . than cold water; food, 
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tdo, more nutritious than Such as he 
was accustomed to iake. 

It his plan was formed to be a mis- 
sionary, and if any of his friends kneW 
it, I cannot help thinking, that they 
would try to urge him to a more free 
corirse of living on that account. If 
^ou go and preach, said they (as we 
may suppose), you will be obliged to 
endure hardships and exercise self-de- 
nial enough theii, without beginning 
now. Why not take your comfort, 
while you are at home, and live at youi 
ease, and indulge a little in the good 
things of this life, and only dehy your- 
self when you are compelled to do it ? 

But' Timothy knew, not only by Ms 
own experience, but also from the tes- 
timony of Christ and of Paul, that he 
practised no self-denial, for which he 
should not be a gainer, even in Uiis life; 
and the consideration that he was do- 



d by Google 



THE YOUNG MISSIONART. 77 

ing right, — pleasing God, — ^gave him 
more pleasure, a hundred fold more, 
than the gratification would have done. 
That at best, would have been but short 
lived ; whereas the smiles of an approv- 
ing conscience, and the thought that 
we are pleasing God, are durable. 

Above all this, Timothy might have 
replied, that the very reason which was 
urged why he ought to indulge himself 
now, was the very reason why he ought 
not to do it. If he was likely, in time 
to come, to be exposed to hardships, 
the wisest course for him, was to begin 
to accustom himself to them esirly, — 
find the sooner the better. A fine way, 
truly, he might have said, to fit one for 
a life of hardship! Indulgence only 
makes us feeble and tender. 

Lastly, Timothy had probably found 
out, before this time, what few, if any, 
can be made to believe till they try it, 
7* 
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that tliiere is nobody on earth that en- 
joys so much mere animal pleasure in 
the act of drihkihg, as he who uses, 
nothing but water ; at least after he has 
fairly got into the habit of it. Would 
that people understood this ; for if they 
did, and would act accordingly, they 
would soon quit the use of stimulaiting 
drinks ! Or, if the power of habit was 
too strong for their better judgment, 
one miist, at least, believe, they would 
bring up their children without them. 

In like manner, Timothy might have 
learned, by plain, and simple, and rational 
habits of eating, that no persons in the 
world take so much real pleasure in the 
act of eating, as they who eat moderately 
of plain food. No persons have so 
good an appetite, and none so keenly 
relish what they eat. 

I pity the gormandizers, and those 
who cannot eat plain food, for they are 
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objects of pity. They are seeking 
among sweet or high-seasoned dishes 
for something that will taste better and 
better; and the more they seek and 
taste, the less their pleasure in tasting, 
setting aside the misery they are con- 
stantly subjecting themselves to, from 
their constant exposure to disappoint- 
ment. 

If Timothy was accustoming himself 
to eat, and to enjoy ^ with a high relish, 
a piece of plain bread, or a little fruit 
for his dinner now and then, and to 
satisfy his thirst with the simple water 
of the brook, he was not only taking 
the sure course to the highest possible 
amount of gratification from eating and 
drinking, but he was also pursuing a 
course, and forming a habit, which 
would probably save him, in his travels, 
from those inconveniences which most 
people feel when they cannot have just 
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such a meal, or just so many sorts of 
food and drink as they have been ac- 
custonted to. Bread and water can be 
found almost any where, among almost 
all nations. 
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CHAPTER VI. 

Paul and Silas arriTe at Lystra — Paul ODgagea 
Timothy to go with them — ^Timothy circumcised 
— Objections to Timothy's going — ^Answers to 
these Objections — They set out on the Journey — 
Go through Galatia and Phrygia — ^Their Manner 
of p^iibrming their Mission — Timothy's part in 
it — They enter Mysia — ^Are forbidden to preach 
in the Lesser Asia, and in Bithynia — ^They pro- 
ceed tk) Troas — Paul's Vision — They are joined 
by Luke. 

We have already seen how Timothy 
ha3 been so active a young convert, that 
before Paul's second arrival in Lystra, 
he had become favorably known and 
"well reported of,'' not only at Lystra, 
his native city, but also at Iconium, 
forty miles distant. It has also been 
observed, that it was impossible to say. 
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with certainty, in what particular shape 
his labors had been directed. It is 
possible he had already been employed 
on some small home mission, and had in 
that way signalized himself. Be that, 
however, as it may, he had as yet un- 
dertaken nothing which Luke, in his 
account of him in the " Acts," has seen 
fit to speak of as worthy of the name 
of a mission. 

But the time had at length arrived, 
in the counsels of divine Providence, 
when his field of labor was to be ex- 
tended. He was now to go forth to 
preach, or assist in preaching the "un- 
searchable riches " (as Paul has some- 
times expressed it) of Christ to other 
countries, than his own ; and to what 
was then, in consequence of distance 
and dissimilarity of character, regsirded 
as almost another world. 

Paul and Silas, as you already know, 
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when on their journey through Asia 
Minor to Europe, came to Lystra ; and 
Paul, having learned the character of 
Timothy, proposed that he should ac- 
company them. To meet the prejudi- 
ces of some of the Jews in those parts, 
Timothy was first circumcised; soon 
after which, they set out together on 
their journey. 

Such is the brevity of the history 
given us by Luke, in the Acts, of these 
transactions, and such, probably, was the 
real state of the case, that we do not 
hear of a single objection being made, 
either by Timothy himself, or any of 
his friends to his going on the journey. 
I do not say that none were made ; but 
is there not great reason to think 
so ? And if it is a fact, that none were 
made, does it not greatly strengthen 
the conjectures I have hazarded, in 
another chapter, that he had long been 
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preparing to be a missionary, wherever 
God should call him to labor, either in 
his own or in any other country ? 

Yet what a miiltitude of objections 
might have been made, either by him 
or by his friends for him ! What efforts 
was it perfectly natural for them to 
make, to frustrate the . apostle's plan, 
and retain him ! 

They might have urged, in the first 
place, — I am speaking now of the 
Christian converts among his friends, — 
that he was too young. They might 
have told him of Paul, and Barnabas, 
and Silas, — wha^ comparatively old 
men they were, before they went out 
on such a dangerous expedition. They 
might have told him, that even the 
apostles themselves, who were at first 
only called to be sent on domestic mis- 
sions, were at least middle-aged men. 
And lastly, they might have urged the 
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example of the Savior himself, who did 
not enter on his great work till he was 
nearly thirty. 

Who ever heard, they might have 
said, of a young man under twenty, 
going off hundreds of miles, to propa- 
gate among other tribes or nations a 
new smd strange doctrine? Besides 
this, what young man, in such feeble 
health, and who had never been from 
home mudi before, would go so far at 
once ? Why does he not madke a short 
tour, in the first place, and see how it 
will agree with him, and how he can 
eiMlure it, and then, if he &nds all go 
well, it will be quite soon enough to 
make so long a journey. 

They might have urged, too, the 
feelings of his father, and mother, and 
grandmother. It was wrong, they would 
naturally say, for him to leave them. 
They would especially urge this, if hp 
8 
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was the only child of the family. They 
might have talked long and loud on the 
subject of honoring parents, and insist- 
ed that to do as he proposed, was to 
violate a primary duty, — the fifth com- 
mandment of the decalogue. And they 
might have been sincere in all this. 

Again, perhaps he was told of the 
unfriendliness of the climate ; and the 
risk he would run in this respect. Most 
people are unreasonably partial to the 
climate of their own country, and preju- 
diced against that of others. 

Lastly, they might have insisted up- 
on it, that he was most needed at home* 
Our own little churches, here in Asia 
Minor, newly planted as they are, cer- 
tainly need you, — they may have said, 
— and the reputation you have already 
gained, will enable you to exert a great, 
and important, and lasting influence 
among us. We do think that, in view 
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of all circumstances, you cannot and 
must not go. 

How Timothy could reply to the 
latter argument, in favor of his remain- 
ing at home, I do not fully see. It 
certainly had some weight. Timothy 
was certainly qualified to do much good 
there. Still, however, I can see some 
arguments in favor of his going, which 
were also weighty. 

There v^^as the opinion^ and authority 
of Paul. He probably knew all the 
circumstances nearly or quite as well 
as Timothy ; and yet, in view of them 
all, he had decided that he ought to go. 
Then his youth and inexperience, in 
what are called the vrays of the world, 
seemed to require, that he should be a 
sort of disciple or assistant, for a time, 
instead of entering, at once, upon the 
full responsibilities of the ministry. 
Nothing, indeed, is more common, now 
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a^days, than for young men, if they can 
but get through the college and the 
theological seminary, to hurry into the 
ministry as quickly as possible, even 
though they are as young, or nearly so, 
as Timothy was. But they usually 
break down in a few years, if they do. 
Few of them hdd out for half a centu- 
ry. But if Timothy were to serve this 
sort of apprenticeship, when or where 
could he expect a better opportunity ? 
Could he hope for a better master than 
Paul? 

As to the other objections to his go- 
ing, they seem to me to have very little 
weight; and perhaps they had but 
little weight with him. The appeal to 
the breach which would be made in 
the dear family, of which he had always 
been a member, would be likely to 
excite his tenderest feelings ; but did it 
amount to an argument? They had 
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given him to God, to be disposed of as 
he thought best; and Timothy had 
devoted himself, without reserve, to the 
service of him, who has commanded us 
to pursue our duty, even if it require 
us to forsake father, and mother, and 
wife, and children, and all that we have. 
His health, — temperate as he was, — 
would probably be as little exposed 
abroad, with proper care, as at home, 
or nearly so. 

I have treated the subject, thus far, 
as if it had been from the first, or at 
least from their arrival at Lystra, the 
settled purpose of Paul and Silas to go 
as far as Europe. Now, we do not 
know, with any certainty, that this was 
their intention. If, therefore, Timothy 
did not expect to go out of his own 
native country, . it would somewhat 
alter the case. Still, young and unac- 
quainted as he was with the world, a 
8* 
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journey even to the distant provinces 
of Asia Minor, might seem to him and 
his friends^ as great as a journey to 
Africa or South America now does to us. 

Whatever may have been the final 
intention o( Paul, in this respect, it ap 
pears that he did not, in any events 
mean to go to Europe directly. After 
Timothy first joined them, they appear 
to have spent some time in travelling: 
about Phrygia and Galatia, two prov- 
inces which lay northwestward of Lys- 
tra, towards the Black Sea ; in which 
the gospel had not probaWy been before 
preached. 

One object of Paul and Silas, in this 
mission to Asia Minor was, to visit 
chwches which Paul had been the 
means of setting up when on his former 
visit, and to confirm and strengthen 
them, as the Bible calls it. This was 
a great and important wcnrk. I do not 
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see, however, from what is said in the 
Acts, that Paul had any power to set 
things right in these churches, in 
which thief e was disorder, except what 
might be called advisory. He was 
considered as their father in Christ, 
and as an aUe and distinguished man ; 
he was now somewhat advanced in 
years, and would therefore command 
respect from his supposed experience ; 
and in this view, and probably in this 
alone, would be received with joy, and 
his counsels heard with very great 
deference, if not as absolute authority. 
Another object of this mission in 
Asia Minor, was to deliver to all the 
new Christian churches, copies of some 
directions or decrees which had been 
made at an assemWy of apostles and 
elders of the Christian church, which 
had been held a little while before at 
Jerusalem, in relation to the Gentile 
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converts. It appears, that wherever 
they found a church, or the fragment 
of a church, they left with them a copy. 

A third object of this mission, undoubt- 
edly, was to establish new churches. 

It is not likely, that this distinguished 
company of men were expected to pass 
through whole provinces, merely to' 
rectify disorders or deliver the decrees 
of the council at Jerusalem. Indeed, 
we have pretty strong evidence, that 
wherever they went, it was, in fact, a 
prominent object to proclaim the gospel, 
and make new converts. 

This evidence appears in the fact, 
that after they had finished their tour 
through Phrygia and Galatia, they were 
disposed to go westward into Lesser 
Asia, where the seven churches were, 
afterward mentioned in the Revelation 
of John ; but that the Holy Ghost for- 
bade them to preach there. This shows, 
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among other things, that one main ob- 
ject was to preach, or proclaim, the 
gospek 

What part Timothy took, in this fitst 
stage of the mission, we are not told. 
We hare, however, no reason to think 
he was idle, merely because the Bible 
is silent about him; for it is equally 
silent about Silas. Paul was the leader, 
and in giving as brief an account as 
that in the Acts, it was perfectly natural 
for Luke, the writer, to speak more 
generally, as if all was done by Paul, 
whether it were done by him directly, 
or by others, at his suggestion. Besides, 
w^ may observe, that it was not Paul 
alone who was forbidden to "preach 
the word in Asia ;'' the Bible language 
is " they ^" including, of course, Silas 
and Timothy. 

From Phrygia and Galatia, our mis- 
sionary band went northward into the 



d by Google 



94 THE YOUNG MISSIONARY. 

province of Mysia, which lay northward 
of the Lesser Asia, in which they had 
been forbidden to preach. From Mysia, 
they attempted to go into Bithynia, 
which lay eastward of Mysia, near the 
Black Sea; but here they were not 
allowed by the Spirit of God to preach ; 
so they went on northward to Troas. 

Troas was a sea-port, in the proviii.ce 
of Mysia, which stood, as it is supposed, 
about four miles south of the site of 
ancient Troy. How large a place it 
was, at that time, cannot now be ascer- 
tained. At present nothing is to be 
seen of Troas, but a few ruins, espe- 
cially the ruins of a theatre, two hundred 
and fifty-two feet in diameter, dug 
out of a hill. There is, however, the 
remains of an old palace, — the palace 
of Priam, — in Troy. 

Here it was that Paul received a 
revelation of the will of God, that he 
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should go to Europe. True, I cannot 
help thinking that he had thoughts of 
going there, all along ; and that both 
Silas and Timothy understood it so; 
but that here at Troas, the plan of God 
was made known more folly ; and they 
were directed to what particular part 
of Europe they should go first. 

The manner in which a revelation 
was made to Paul at Troas, we do not 
now folly understand, except that it 
was by a vision of the night, in which 
it is said, " There stood a man from 
Macedonia, and prayed him (that is, 
Paul) saying. Come over into Macedo- 
nia and help us." The day in which 
it pleased God to make known his will 
by visions, has now passed by ; and we 
can hardly judge, at the distance of 
almost two thousand years, in regard to 
the real nature of such miraculous dis- 
pensations. 
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Whether they had preadied much at 
Troas, before Paul had the vision, or 
how long they had been there, the wri- 
ter of the Acts does not tell us. There 
is reason for believing that they had not 
been there long. The Spirit of God 
seems to have been leading them on 
towards Macedonia, as fast as possible ; 
as though their work was now in Eu- 
rope, and not in Asia. It is worthy of 
remark, that Troas was almost in a 
direct line from Lystra to Macedonia ; 
so that if Paul himself had determined, 
from the first, to go there, Troas was 
exactly on the way. 

Here, at Troas, the company was 
increased by Luke, or Lucas, as he was 
sometimes called; the writer of the 
Acts, and of the Gospel which goes by 
his name. What had led him to Troas, 
we are not told ; undoubtedly he was 
doing something there for the cause of 
Christ. 
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Luke's company must have been 
peculiarly valuable to Timothy. To 
say nothing of his knowledge of medi- 
cine (the Bible, you know, calls him 
a physician), and of the human consti- 
tution; which, in Timothy's case, would 
have been an important consideration^ 
his great age and experience made him 
eminently qualified for giving advice to 
the young. He might thus be both 
the physician and the father of the 
whole company. 

It is exceedingly important that eve- 
ry missionary, or at least one person in 
every company of missionaries, should 
be a physician. Besides having it in 
his power to give such directions and 
take such a course, as will preserve his 
own life and health, as well as the lives 
and health of others, it gives them some 
advantages of another nature. What 
these advantages are, you may know, 
9 
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from reading the accounts in the Mis- 
sionary Herald and elsewhere, from 
time to time, of the efforts of Drs. Gutz- 
laff and Parker in Chiqa. 

The presence, and company, and 
counsel of Luke would, perhaps, prevent 
the recurrence here at Troas, of a 
scene similar to what had happened on 
a previous occasion at Pamphylia, in 
the case of John Mark. He, as you 
will probably recollect, had set out with 
Paul and Barnabas, on a foreign mis- 
sion, as Timothy now had with Paul 
and Silas ; but just as they began to 
approach their field of labor, he had 
suddenly left them and returned home 
to Jerusalem. What plea he made for 
thus leaving them, we do not know, 
only we know it was not satisfactory 
to Paul; nor did his displeasure to- 
wards him quite cease for some time. 
But Mark finally became so zealous 
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and useful a missionary, that I judge 
Paul at length forgot of him what he 
had long before forgiven. He was 
probably a little homesick at Pamphy- 
lia, as the cause of his desertion. 

We have no particular reason for 
supposing that Timothy was homesick 
at Troas; only it occurred to me, — 
for I, too, have been a traveller, and at 
long distances from homQ in early life, 
— that if he were at all inclined to be 
so, here was the place, and here the 
circumstances, whiqh were likely to 
excite it. They had arrived near the 
northwestern limits of his own dear 
native country, and were on the eve of 
departing to another continent, many of 
whose inhabitants he was accustomed, 
perhaps, to look upon as almost sava- 
ges. So that, if in such circumstances, 
a young man, trained as he had been, 
were to cast his eyes back to his native 
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home, and family fireside, and begin 
to sigh to revisit the place of so many 
endearing early associations, it would be 
pardonable. 

I suppose, however, that Timothy^s 
mind was made up long before he 
started. Feeble as his body was, his 
faith in Christ, and the study of the 
Bible, and the views he had of the 
wants of a world lying in wickedness, 
had ^ confirmed his resolution to go 
through with the work he had under- 
taken. He was not, probably, of the 
number of those who put their hand to 
the plough, — as the Bible expresses it, 
— and look back. He was for going 
forward; at least when the divine 
providence seemed to direct him to do 
so. 

Still I say, that if Timothy had any 
feelings of hom^ickness, they must have 
been greatly lessened, if not wholly 
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removed by finding Luke. Not that 
he had ever seen him before ; probably 
he had not. But then he was one of 
his own countrymen, — the Jews ; — he 
was a Christian, and an excellent old 
^lan. ■ And the addition of such a man, 
at such a time, to the company, would 
greatly alter the whole aspect of things 
in the view of Timothy. 

Suppose, reader, you had set out in 
company with a couple of friends, on a 
missioQary tour among the Indians, 
beyond the Rocky Mountains. Sup- 
pose, that on reaching the farthest 
white settlement on the river Missouri, 
you should stop a day or two to refresh 
and prepare for a long journey over the 
mountains, through tribes of savages, — 
friendly indeed, but yet savages ; or at 
least, not your own countrymen. Sup- 
pose you begin to think of home, your 
former fireside, the comforts of home, 

9* 
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the father, and mother, and brothers, 
and sisters, and schools, and churches, 
and cities, and villages, and orchards, 
and meadows, and cultivated fields, and 
gardens, you have left behind, and to 
feel a little homesick. But you cannot 
go back; your duty is plain to you; 
you must go forward, come what may. 
But suppose that at such a juncture, 
you should meet, in the settlement, an 
aged and amiable New England physi- 
cian, and he should join your company 
and propose to travel With you. Would 
it not greatly encourage you ? Would 
it not, at least for a time, banish your 
homesickness ? You could tell better, 
had you mswie the trial. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

The Missionaries sail from Troas for Europe-— 
Timothy's first sea Voyage — They stop at Samo^ 
thracia — ^Arrive at the Coast of Eui-ope — Stop at 
Neapolis — Proceed to Pbilippi — Short Account 
of Philippi — Scenes which Timothy witnessed 
there — Did he witness the Persecution of Paul 
and Silas? — Did he himself escape? — What his 
Feelings must have been^How he consoled him- 
self 

Timothy now, with the rest of the 
company, set sail for Macedonia. The 
distance they had to go was about one 
hundred and fifty miles. Their course 
was northwest. As they had no com- 
pass, in those days, to steer by, they 
took great pains to avoid sailing in bad 
weather, when they could, not see the 
sun ; and if the passage was a short 
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one, they generally made it in the day 
time. Our missionaries could not 
make the passage in question in a day, 
however. 

About half way to Philippi, in the 
^gean sea, or, as it is now called, the 
Archipelago, is a little island, which 
was then called Samothracia. With a 
fair wind, they might reach this island 
in a day, if they took the precaution to 
set out so early in the morning as to 
sail a little of the first part of the way 
where they were well acquainted, by 
star light, or moon light ; and if they 
set out with a fair wind. This, I sup- 
pose, is what they did. At all events, 
they stopped at Samothracia when they 
jarrived there. 

The next day they arrived at Neap- 
olis, a small sea-port of Macedonia, in 
the jEgean sea, the nearest place to 
Philippi. The distance was about the 
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same with the dbtance they had sailed 
the day before. It was very swift 
sailing, for those times; and they must 
have had a fine and favorable wind. 

How Timothy enjoyed this first sea 
voyage he ever made, Luke does not 
say. His object, in writing his journal, 
from which we have the Acts, appears 
to have been to record the great leading 
events of the lives of the apostles, leav- 
ing the rest for us to conjecture. Had 
he put down every thing, he would 
have made, of the " Acts of the Apos- 
tles" alone, a much larger volume than 
the whole Bible. The Holy Spirit 
has caused only a few leading events 
and things to be put down, in any of 
the books. This brings the whole 
volume within a small compass, so that 
every body, however poor, may possess 
it, and read it. 

I spoke of the feelings of Timothy 
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on the voyage. They must have been 
peculiar. A first sea voyage, even if it 
is only one hundred and fifty miles, is 
always full of interest. I hope he 
escaped sea-sickness ; for sea-sickness 
is of itself sufficient to spoil all one 
might otherwise find of pleasure, on 
board a ship. 

But the missionaries have reached 
the coast of Europe. They stop at 
Neapolis. Neapolis is now called Na- 
poli ; but is a small and inconsiderable 
village. Timothy, — ^and indeed the 
rest of the company, — now, for the first 
time, have set foot in Europe. Whom 
do they see ? What houses ? What 
people ? What customs and manners ? 
Do they stop at Neapolis to preach ? 

They do not appear to have made 
any considerable stay here. They 
hasten on by land, — and probably on 
foot, — to Philippi ; a distance, it is be- 
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Keved, of about eight miles. They are 
now fairly within the limits of Mace- 
donia. Neapolis was situated on the 
borders of what was then called Thrace. 

The following account of Philippi is 
from Parley's Bible Gazetteer." You 
will, also, find some account of it in the 
" Second Foreign Mission." 

" Philippi was a city of Macedonia, 
anciently called Datos. It was situated 
on the east side of the river Strymon, 
eight miles north of Neapolis, and about 
seventy east of Thessalonica. It was 
called Philippi, from Philip, king of 
Macedon, the father of Alexander the 
great, who repaired and . fortified it. 
This place is rendered famous by the 
defeat of Brutus and Cassius, in its 
neighborhood. Here Paul preached, 
about the year 62, and Lydia and 
many others were converted." 

The events which took place while 
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Paul, and Silas, and Luke, and Timo- 
thy remained in this city, are too well 
known to be repeated in full, in this 
{dace. If the Bible is not sufficient to 
satisfy the inquiries of the young, it is 
possible they may derive some little 
benefit from perusing the thoughts, and 
reflections, and observations of the wri- 
ter, in the little book already referred 
to, entitled, "Second Foreign Mission." 
The preaching of the missionaries. 
Sabbath after Sabbath by the river side, 
to Lydia and others ; the character of 
Lydia; her conversion ; her hospitality; 
the story of the female soothsayer 
whom Paul and his company encoun- 
tered; the trouble in which they be- 
came involved ; the anger of her mas- 
ters ; the persecution of the missiona- 
ries; their sufferings; the imprisonment 
of Paul and Silas ; the earthquake ; the 
conversion of the jailer and his house- 
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hold ; the departure of Paul and Silas 
from the city ; — these and many more 
events connected with them, are events 
as big with interest as almost any in the 
whole of the Acts ; only i you will find 
them in suflScient detail elsewhere. 
We will confine ourselves, as much as 
possible, for the present, to Timothy. 

Where he was during the progress 
of these events, especially a part of the 
time, I am sometimes at a loss to de- 
termine. I have no doubt that he was 
present at the preaching by the river 
side, and it is possible, that he took 
some share in the labor. He probably 
went with the rest of the company, 
when they took lodgings at the house of 
the hospitable Lydia. In like manner, 
we may conclude very confidently, that 
he was present during the whole scene 
of the trouble which they had with the 
soothsaying damsel, the Pythoness; 
10 
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and witnessed the tniraculous cure of 
her disease by Paul. 

But when persecution began to rage, 
— when a mob began to collect, and to 
lay violent hands on Paul and Silas, 
and they were brought before the courts 
of the city, flogged severely, cast into 
prison, confined in a dungeon by a cruel 
jailer, but soon liberated in a manner 
quite miraculous, — ^while all this was 
going on, I say, where was the young 
Timothy ? 

It is not a little remarkable that the 
Bible says not a word about him or 
Luke, during the whole scene. Luke, 
himself, in writing the Acts of the 
Apostles, says we^ — plainly implying 
that himself was present, — till we come 
to the account of their trouble with the 
soothsayer ; but immediately after that, 
Instead of saying we^ he says, of the 
missionary company, they. I am, there- 
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fore, of opinion that he was not with 
them, at least when they were east into 
prison. 

The general belief, I suppose, con- 
cerning him, is, that owing to his great 
age, and the fact that he acted as a 
scribe and adviser, and did not preach 
much, he was not so far an object of 
the hatred of the mob as Paul and Si- 
las, who were the principal speakers ; 
that he was allowed to remain in Phi- 
lippi unmolested ; and that he actually 
did remain there for a considerable 
time. 

But now for Timothy ; where was 
he ? Alarmed at the persecution, — new 
as it was to him,* — had he fled ? Was 
he secreted, somewhere, in the city? 
Was he, indeed, imprisoned with Paul 

* Perhaps not wholly new ; for it is probable that 
he had at least known something of the sufferings 
of Paul at Lystra, when he first went to that eitjr. 
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and Silas ? Or was he suffered, by the 
mob, to remain unmolested ? 

That he fled, we can hardly believe; 
for it would have destroyed PauPs con- 
dence in him ; besides, we should have 
heard something of it, either in Paul's 
letters written to him some time after- 
ward, or from Luke in the Acts. Be- 
sides, we are pretty sure that he was 
with Paul and Silas when they left the 
city. 

That he was secreted somewhere in 
the city, seems to me still less likely. 
Such a plan would most certainly have 
defeated its own object, by encouraging 
the rioters to go on with their cruelty 
and persecution. Besides, it is di£Scult 
to believe that he would hide himself, 
while the rest of his company were in 
circumstances so perilous. No; they 
would, and probably did keep togethfer, 
as much, as they could. 
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That he was imprisoned, however, 
with Paul and Silas, is not at all likely; 
for had this been so, something would, 
most certainly, have been said about it. 

We are driven, then, to the concluh 
sion that Timothy, though present 
during the whole, or nearly the whole 
of the persecution of Paul and Silas, 
was for one reason or another suffered 
to remain unmolested. 

But wherefore should they permit 
him and Luke to go clear, and wreak 
their whole vengeance on Paul and 
Silas ? Because, as I think, the latter 
were considered the ringleaders; and 
Timothy only a boy, or at most as a 
kind of servant or assistant. As to 
Luke, I have already told you why I 
suppose he was not molested. 

If my conjecture about Timothy is 
correct, and he was present, and an eye- 
witness of all that passed, and was only 
10* 
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left unmolested because he was young, 
what must have been his feelings? 
Could he expect any thing less than 
that Paul and Silas would undergo a 
long imprisonment ? But if they should, 
what would become of him ? 

You will say, perhaps, he had still 
one friend and companion left him ; the 
aged but excellent Luke. Yes he had. 
But how long was he sure of even him ? 
Could he know that they would not, — 
in the next place, — lay their furious 
hands on him ? Could he know that 
even he himself should escape ? And 
then, as I said just now, — and I repeat 
the question, — what would become of 
him? 

This was a serious question ; but 1 
think that if Timothy was as great and 
good a man, — ^youthful as he was, — as 
Paul considered him, there were other 
questions, at this juncture, that must 
have agitated him still more^ 
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Should he be cut off, what would 
become of his parents and grandparent, 
at Lystra ? What of his aged, but be- 
loved father in the faith, the venerable 
Luke? Would it bring down his gjray 
hairs, with violence, to the grave ? 

Another question more serious still, 
must have distressed him. Should 
Paul and Silas be kept long in prison, 
what would become of their missionary 
tour ? Could Luke and he, — the one 
so aged, and the other so inexperienced, 
— ^prosecute the journey alone ? And 
what would become of the cause in 
general ; especially if Paul and Silas 
should be subjected to martyrdom ? 

It is easy to conceive of a thousand 
questions which must, or at least might 
have agitated the mind, and distressed 
the heart of our young missionary, in 
circumstances so trying. Modern mis- 
sionaries are but seldom placed in such 
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trying circumstances ; though they all 
have their trials ; and some few of them 
those of the severest kind. 

But Timothy had, — like all mission- 
aries, and all Christians, in trying cir- 
cumstances, — one resource for comfort; 
and no doubt he availed himself of it. 
He could "cast all his care,'' upon 
God, — upon him who cares for all his 
children. He could commit himself to 
his direction and guidance, believing 
that he who sees the end from the 
beginning, would do as was best with 
and for him and his friends, and the 
mission, and the cause in general. He 
could trust in him who hath assured us 
that even the wrath of men shall, soon- 
er or later, redound to his own praise. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

Timothy and the rest of the Company leave Philippi 
— They pass through Amphipolis and Apollonia 
— ^Arrive at Thessalonica — Preach there — ^Effects 
of plain gospel Preaching, every where — ^A Per- 
seeation commences — ^The House attacked where 
they put up — ^They leave in the Night for Berea 
— Laboring for their Support — ^Reception at Berea 
— ^The Mob follow them to Berea — Paul sent 
off by Sea— *Timothy and Silas remain — How 
was Timothy employed here — ^Timothy sent for 
by Paul to come to Athens — Paul sends Timothy 
on a Mission to Thessalonica — ^His Manner of 
performing it-*-Goes back to Paul at Corinth — 
They remain there about two years — They sail 
for Asia — Stop at Ephesus — ^Timothy supposed 
to have gone home to Lystra — Picture of his 
Arrival. 

Timothy, then, as we said at the 
close of the last chapter, was at Phi- 
lippi ; waiting to see the issue of events 
in regard to Paul and Silas. We need 
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not doubt that he found other kind 
friends there, ready to sympathize with 
and try to console him, besides his 
father Luke and his hospitable hostess 
Lydia. Still, as I have already inti- 
mated, he probably found prayer and 
the committing of his ways to the Lord 
his chief source of consolation. 

But Paul and Silas, as every reader 
knows, were soon liberated ; so that 
Timothy's trials were, in this respect, 
short. He probably met them at the 
house of Lydia, after they came out of 
the dungeon, and was present at the 
parting scene. For though they were 
released from confinement, there was 
such an excitement abroad against them, 
that it was thought best for them to 
leave. Luke alone remained. Having 
bid farewell to their newly converted 
brethren and other sympathizing friends, 
they left the city, — Paul, Silas, and 
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Timothy, — and proceeded westward to 
Tbessalonica, now called Salonica. 

In going to Thessalonica, they had 
occasion to pass through two smaller 
cities, Amphipolis ai^ ApoUonia ; but 
they do not appear to have stopped 
there long. Or if they stopped and 
preached, it was probably without much 
success. 

They soon arrived at Thessalonica. 
This city, at that time, must have been, 
I think, quite a large place. It has still 
nearly as many inhabitants as Boston. 
Its distance westward from Philippi 
was about one hundred miles. You 
will find a good account of Thessaloni- 
ca in other books. You will find 
something about it from Messrs. Schauf- 
ler arid Dwight, in the Missionary 
Herald. Our present concern is with 
the adventures, there, of our young 
missionary. 
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Timothy, with the other missicmaries, 
put up, in Thessalonica, with one Jason, 
with whom they remained during their 
whole residence in the city. He ap- 
pears to have been a strong friend of 
Paul; and as some even suppose, a 
distant relation. 

Here Paul, and Silas, and Timothy 
engaged, fully, in the work of their 
mission. Here they preached Christ, 
in the most plain, direct, and simple 
manner. They began, indeed, in a 
way least calculated to awaken preju- 
dice and opposition; still they were 
plain. They did not shun to declare 
to the Thessalonians, as they had done 
to the Philippians, the whole counsel 
of God. 

What they said, had precisely the 
effect which plain truth usually had in 
those days. Go where the first mis- 
sionaries might, at home or abroad, and 



d by Google 



THE Y0XTN6 MISSIONARY. 121 

theiF preaching immediately divided 
people* "Some bejieved the things 
which were spoken, and some believed 
not." Those who believed, were led 
by their feelings, as well as by the 
conviction of their sober judgment; to 
associate, — to hold sweet comisel to- 
gether ; — while those who did not be- 
lieve, were almost equally ready to 
associate for quite another purpose ; 
viz., to concert measures, for putting a 
stop to what they had no complacency 
in, but deemed rather a dangerous 
heresy. 

I said, that such was the effect of 
gospel truth, in the days of the mission 
of Paul, Silas ami Timothy. But I 
might have said more. I might have 
said, that such is the effect still, and 
always will be. The truth as it is in 
Jesus, muBt cause a division* It must 
seft ^ child against the peorent, and the 
11 
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parent against the child, as our Savior 
foretold. It must, in some cases at 
least, render those a man's foes who are 
among the members of his household. 

And when I hear, as I sometimes do, 
of so much quiet, and harmony, and 
ease among congregations where the 
gospel is weekly proclaimed ; when I 
hear all people extolling the sermons, 
from week to week, while at the same 
time they evince no change of deport- 
ment or feeling, but remain indifferent, 
— perhaps stupid, — in regard to the 
things of their everlasting peace ; when 
they seem to say to the minister, 
Prophesy unto us smooth things, and 
the minister, for fear of giving offence, 
seems to respond and be willing to have 
it so ; — when, I say, all this comes to 
pass, I cannot help concluding that 
either another gospel is presented than 
that of Christ, or else it is not the 
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whole gospeL The whole gospel, — 
the true gospel, — must be a two-edged 
sword, — it must cut both ways. 

If these things are so, — indeed, if 
they are not, — we need not wonder 
that Paul, and Silas, and Timothy soon 
got into trouble at Thessalonica. There 
waaindeedno Pythoness there, to excite 
the people, and set the matter a going ; 
but those who wish to make a tumult 
can usually find some plea or other for 
so doing. 

The plea at Thessalonica, seems to 
have been that the missionaries were 
disturbers of the public peace. They 
charged them with " turning the world 
upside down;" and were even angry 
with Jason for harboring them. An 
assault was therefore actually made on 
the house of Jason, at a time when the 
missionaries were supposed to be within, 
and he was ordered to deliver them up 
to the mob. 
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The missionaries, it seems, were not 
in, just at this time. Failing to find 
them, they seized on Jason, determined 
to wreak their revenge on him. They 
also took, at the same time, some of the 
principal men among the new converts^ 
Jason, however, appears to have satis- 
fied them in part, and restored a good 
degree of quiet, by entering into a. bond 
to do what he could to preserve the 
public peace. 

We are not told where Timothy and 
the other missionaries really were, du- 
ring the time of the excitement. Think 
you that Timothy, if he knew what 
was going on, had no fears? think 
you that he was made of wood, or iron, 
or stone ? Ahf he had feelings, I assure 
you. From what we know of his phy- 
sical frame, and his great conscientious^ 
hess, as the phrenologists call it, we 
havje reason to believe he was uncom- 
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monly sensitive, if he was not even 
timid. 

But as I have before observed, though 
naturally timid, he was not to be great- 
ly intimidated. He trusted in God. 
He was willing and desirous of getting 
along peaceably if possible ; but he was 
not willing to shrink from known duty. 
Like David, in a cause less important 
and glorious, he was ready, if the cir- 
cumstances seemed to require it, to 
fight the battle of the Lord of Hosts, 
even though giants were among his 
foes. He knew that a greater was 
with him, than could possibly be against 
him. 

It was judged best, however, to leave 
Thessalonica ; and they accordingly 
went to Berea. This was a small city 
about a day's journey still farther west- 
ward. 

I forgot to tell you that the mission- 
11* 
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aries appear to have labored,— at leftst 
a part of the time during their mission, 
— nduring week days, for their support. 
The reason they gave, — ^and it was, 
without doubt, the true and only one, 
— was that they were unwilling to be 
chargeable to their new converts. 
They wished them to know and feel 
that they were anxious to save their 
souls rather than to get their money. 

There is not the same necessity that 
jninisters should labor now-a-days thai 
there was for their laboring then; 
though it would be greatly useful for 
all ministers to know how to labor. 
Even in modern times, they are some- 
times driven to get their bread in the 
sweat of the face. Besides, vigorous 
and active exercise in the open air 
almost every day, would strengthen 
both their minds and bodies. 

Paul was a tent^maker, I mi^ppose 
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yoa know. We do not know to what 
occupations Silas and Timothy were 
trained, only as they were brought 
up in the Jewish fashion, they must 
have understood some kind of manual 
labor. 

But the missionaries are now. at 
Berea. Here they meet with a kinder 
and more rational reception than they 
had met with at Philippi and Thessa^ 
lonica ; for the Bereans not only heard 
their preaching with great attention, 
but took the whole subject into consid* 
eration. Paul calls their conduct no- 
ble. He says they searched the Scrip- 
tures daily, — probably they had none 
but those of the Old Testament, — to 
see whether the things which he taught 
were so or not. 

All things, for a time, seemed to go 
on well, at Berea, aqd our missionaries 
had the hope, no doubt, c^ efiecting 
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much good here. And this they might, 
and probably would have done, had they 
met with nobody but the noble Bereans. 
Excellent, however, as was the con- 
duct and character of the people of 
Berea, generally, there was not want- 
ing, even here, a class of idle and 
vicious fellows ever ready to become 
the tools of a mob, should occasion 
offer. The adversary -of human souls, 
loves nothing better than to see men 
idle. He has employment for such men, 
and soon sets them at it. In other 
words he sets them to doing mischief. 
The rabble who had persecuted 
Timothy and his companions at Thes- 
salonica soon followed them, it seems, 
to Berea. Here they found means to 
engage the idlers and loungers in their 
employ, and a persecution once more 
appeared about to rage. The news got 
to Paul and Silas, however, in time to 
prevent most of the mischief. 
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After a consultation, what was the 
proper, course to be taken, Silas and 
Timothy and Paul's friends at Berea 
agreed to send away Paul, in a vessel 
bound southward down the gulf; * 
believing they should thus prevent the 
gathering storm ; ankd the prefect suc- 
ceeded. 

But Silas and Timothy remained at 
Berea, and for any thing we know, 
in peace. This circumstance confirms 
our conjectures in regard to the escape 
of Timothy from the persecution at 
Philippi, as it shows that the custom of 
the disaffected, in these cities, was to 
vent their spleen on the ringleaders of 
the party or company whom they hated. 

If you ask how Timothy was em- 
ployed at Berea, it is more than I can 
tell you. I can tell you how both he 

•It was the gulf of Thessalonica. 
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and Silas may have been employed. 
Much might be done in instructing, and 
confirming, and strengthening the new 
converts ; and perhaps gathering them 
into a church. 

In the meantime, Paul had arrived 
at the city of Athens. It was a jour- 
ney of about two hundred and fifty 
miles. You will find a full account of 
this famous city in the Second Foreign 
Mission ; and in other books. 

Immediately after his arrival, he sent 
for Silas and Timothy ; requiring them 
to come to him as quickly as possible. 
It is probable, he had high expectations 
of success, in that great city ; and cer- 
tainly, he and his company were need- 
ed there, for the people were most 
grossly sunk in idolatry. 

Silas and Timothy accordingly came 
to him, at least Timothy. Circum- 
stances, however, were so ordered that 
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he did not remain there long. The 
unhappy state, in which they left their 
new converts at Thessalonica, together, 
perhaps, with a state of things at Ath- 
ens, less favorable than he had expect- 
ed, induced Paul to send Timothy 
alone, on a mission. 

In regard to the services, which 
Timothy was able to render to his 
Thessalonian brethren, during the 
progress of his mission, we know com- 
paratively little. He was sent, as Paul 
himself expresses it, to establish them, 
and to comfort them concerning their 
faith, that they might not be too much 
moved or cast down by their afflictions. 

I said, that we knew little in regard 
to his success. But we do know 
something about it. For in Paul's first 
letter or Epistle to the Thessalonians, 
he says, that the good tidings which 
Timothy brought him, on his return 
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from his mission, of their faith and lore, 
and of their affection for him as a spir- 
itual father, greatly comforted and re- 
vived him. It seems, therefore, that 
he executed the trust assigned him, to 
Paul's satisfaction. This, perhaps, is 
enough for us to know about it. Had 
more been indispensable, more would 
probably, have been preserved and 
handed down to us. 

Timothy, on his return, found Paul 
at Corinth, where he remained with 
him nearly two years. It is supposed 
that PauPs first letter to the Thessalo- 
nians, in which he says so much about 
Timothy's mission there, — its results, 
and the effects on his own mind, — ^was 
Viritten from Corinth, during this time. 

As to the labors of Timothy during 
the rest of PauPs stay at Corinth, the 
Bible is silent : there is no reason to 
think he was unemployed. If Paul 
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planted churches, both in Corinth, and 
in the country round it, Timothy's as- 
sistance must have been much needed, 
and peculiarly valuable. It was the 
more necessary, if Silas was, as some 
suppose, chiefly absent. 

When this mission of Paul to Europe 
was concluded, and the company re- 
turned to Syria, the vessel in which 
they sailed, just touched at the city of 
Ephesus. Here some of the passengers 
were put on shore ; and Timothy, per- 
haps, among the rest. This, however, 
is mere conjecture. The opinion is 
founded on the facts, that he was now, 
not very far distant from Lystra ; and 
is not mentioned any more as being 
in the company during the rest of the 
journey to Antioch and Jerusalem. 

Let us, since we may, imagine 
him journeying over land from Ephesus 
to Lystra. He had done his work for 
12 
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the present ; and now, in the arrange- 
ment of divine providence, there seemed 
a little interval alloted him for revisiting, 
his native home. 

He was no stoic. He loved home 
and the delights of home. He loved 
father and mother and other relatives 
there ; he loved other friends and espe- 
cially his Christian brethren ; though he 
loved the Savior more. His long ab- 
sence, — long especially for him, — had 
not diminished his affection for the 
place of his nativity, or even the objects 
inanimate around it. 

A journey of two or three hundred 
miles, is soon accomplished. See him 
approaching the suburbs of Lystra. 
See him gazing at the houses, and trees, 
and fields, and fences, and brooks, from 
which he had been so long separated ! 
See how lightly, as well as rapidly he 
moves along! See his bosom heave 
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with emotion, and, could you get near 
him, see how violently his heart beats ! 
Why such emotion ? 

From gazing at the houses, the tem- 
ples and the synagogues, his attention 
is now arrested by a more endearing 
object. It is yonder neat, humble 
dwelling, hard by the eminence that 
rises in its rear. It is his own native 
mansion, — his home ! 

It is, did I say ? It was so. But is 
it now ? Here is the secret, in part, 
of his agitation. He had not heard a 
word from his friends in nearly three 
years ; nor they a word from him, ex- 
cept flying reports of the progress of 
the mission. Are they alive? Are 
they in health ? Do they even reside 
in the same house ? 

But he is at the door knocking. A 
middle-aged man opens it. They re- 
cognize each other instantly ; and for 
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(mce, Timothy Imms a dear father. Then 
comes, rushing forward, the mother; 
and presently, trembling with joy, down 
comes the very aged grandmother. 
They embrace; they weep ; their 
swelling bosoms leave no place, as yet, 
for words. 

The shock a little over, Timothy i^ 
seated by the fire-side, and the inter- 
rogatories commence. Where had he 
been ? What, and whom, had he seen ? 
What adventures had. he met with? 
What sufferings had he experienced? 
What success had he found ? Where 
was Paul, and how W2^ he? Where 
was Silas? These and similar ques- 
tions, with their answers, so engrossed 
the hours, that they seemed scarcely 
more than minutes. 

Timothy, however, had questions to 
ask. Reader, did you ever make a 
long journey from home ? If so, and if 
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it was in your early life, — aad I sup- 
pose my readers are chiefly young, — it 
will not be necessary, that I should 
attempt to describe the joys of such a 
meeting as that of Timothy and his 
friends. In fact, language is inade- 
quate. I will only say, that the pleas- 
ure of a return, almost repays for the 
pain of absence ; and that some say it 
more than repays. 

Here we leave Timothy, for a short 
time, in the bosom of his family, and 
conclude our long chapter. 

i2* 
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Paul's Visit to Timothy— How Timothy was now 
employed^— Is soon with Paul again at Ephesus 
— Is sent out by Paul on another Mission into 
Europe— Erastus, his Companion — Their Busi^ 
ness in Europe — They go as far as Corinth — Did 
Erastus remain in Corinth ? — Timothy at length 
sails for Ephesus — Some Uncertainty now about 
him — Is in Macedonia again, with Paul — They 
return once more to Asia — Who accompanied 
them — Scene at Troas — They approach Ephesus 
— ^Reflections about Timothy's Love for Home — 
Scene at Miletus — What now became of Tim- 
othy? 

Paul having been to Jerusalem, An- 
tioch and elsewhere, again passed over 
into Asia Minor, to revisit the churches 
he had formed there, especially in the 
provinces of Galatia and Phrjgia, and 
came at last into the Lesser Asia, the 
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very same region into which the Holy 
Spirit, on a former occasion, had pre- 
vented his going. Here at Ephesus, 
and other cities about it, he appears to 
have remained from twp to three years. 

All this while we hear nothing cer- 
tain of Timothy. Perhaps he found 
abundant and useful employment in 
his own country of Asia Minpr, without 
going, at present, into foreign countries 
any more. For such domestic missions, 
nothing in the world could have better 
prepared him, than his former excursion 
into, and residence in Europe. It had 
proved a school to him, — just such a 
school as he needed. 

It is natural to suppose, that if Tim- 
othy went home from Ephesus, at the 
tim^ I have supposed in the last chapr 
ter, Paul, in his journey from Syria into 
Galatia and Phrygia, on the occasion I 
have just mentioned, would call and 
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see him ; though not till he had first 
takfen Tarsus in his journey, and called 
on his own relatives. I said he would 
naturally call on Timothy and his 
father's family ; but it is scarcely likely 
he would find Timothy at home. He 
was not the man to stay at home long ; 
certainly to w aste any time there. He 
was evidently designed to ]be a man of 
action ; and he knew it. 

It is easy to conceive of a thousand 
ways in which he might employ himself, 
and that,, too, usefully. Now was a 
good time, after so much experience in 
the wide world, among all sorts of men 
and things, to put in execution some of 
the plans of doing good he had proba- 
bly formed during the first years after 
his conversion; some of which were 
adverted to in former chapters. 

It was not long, however, before he 
was with Paul again ; and at Ephesus. 
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The first mention made of his being at 
Ephesus with his great master, was 
soon after the latter induced those who 
petended to magical arts, to burn their 
books. Perhaps he was an eye-witne?s 
to that curious scene. 

Patil, soon after this, began to plan 
another journey into Macedonia and 
Greece. Biit being himself unable to 
set out immediately, he concluded to 
send others on before him; and as 
Timothy had been with him, formerly, 
on the* same route, he appointed him. 
He also appointed another young min- 
ister, by the name of Erastus, to ac- 
company him. 

I should be glad to tell you some- 
thing more about this Erastus, if I 
could ; that you might know what sort 
of a traveling companion Timothy had. 
For it is of the utmost importance that 
we should have good companions when 
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we travel. The young are not apt to 
be careful enough on this point. Tim- 
othy, it is true, was old enough to look 
out about it. And, more than this, 
Paul would naturally look out for him. 

We may, therefore, safely suppose^ 
that the selection of Erastus was 'wise 
and judicious. 

All we can learn of Erastus, — his 
birth, history, character, &c.,— is that 
he was a native of Corinth, and a 
chamberlain of the city at the time 
Paul first went there ; and that he be- 
came his disciple, and followed him as 
far as Ephesus. All, therefore, that 
we do know of him is favorable ; and 
we have every reason for believing, that 
he was just such a companion, as in 
travelling into the distant countries of 
Macedonia and Greece, Timothy would 
desire. 

The Bible gives us no particulars of 
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their voyage. We have reason to sup- 
pose that they sailed from Ephesus, 
and that the voyage was prosperous. 
Timothy, at this time, may have been 
about twenty-five years of age. Eras- 
tus was probably a little older. 

They were sent out, in part, to pre- 
pare the way for Paul.. In the per- 
formance of this nluty, they would, 
doubtless, devote a part of their time to 
preaching the gospel, and to other forms 
of religious instruction; acting, perhaps, 
for the time, as a kind of supernumer- 
ary bishops or ministers. 

They had, however, another very 
prominent object. Paul was at this 
time, making collections in both the 
European and Asiatic churches, for the 
relief of the Christian converts in Judea, 
who were poor and persecuted. He 
seems to have recommended a contri- 
bution every Sabbath. The prominent 
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object, then, to which I have just allud- 
ed, was to get together the collections 
for the poor, in the various churches in 
those distant regions, that they migfit 
be ready for him to take on his arrival. 

In this excursion, — I should rather 
say mission, — Timothy seems to have 
gone through nearly or quite the same 
places, which he and Paul and Silas 
had passed through on a former occa- 
sion, viz., through Neapolis, Philippi, 
Amphipolis, Apollonia, Thessalonica, 
Berea, Athens and Corinth. They 
certainly went as far as Corinth ; for 
Paul expressly directs Timothy to call 
there and refresh the minds of the 
Corinthians with the truth. 

It seems to me highly probable, that 
when Timothy and Erastus had fulfilled 
their mission, and Timothy was about 
to return to Ephesus, he left Erastus 
behind. This is not quite certain. 
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however. We only know that two 
years afterward, when Paul and Tim- 
othy were again in Corinth, Erastus 
was there too ; but we do not know that 
he had not been with Paul the whole 
of the intervening time. 

Be this as it may, Timothy himself 
sailed from Corinth, and came to Eph- 
esus, where he met Paul. How long 
he remained there, we cannot ascertain^ 
His history now begins to be more and 
more obscure. 

No long period, however, elapsed, 
before we find him in Europe again 
with Paul. The latter had been 
through Macedonia into Greece, and 
was on his return through Macedonia. 
Either Timothy was with him through 
the whole journey, or he joined him 
somewhere in Macedonia, — perhaps at 
Thessalonica. In either case, he went 
home to Asia with him. 
13 
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Nor was he alone, in accompanying 
him. There were with them, also, one 
man from Berea, two from Thessalo 
nica, and three who belonged to Asia. 
When they came to Philippi, Luke also 
joined the company and w ent back once 
more to his native country. He was 
now a very old man ; probably, not far 
from seventy; and, perhaps, deemed 
himself no longer fit to be a missionary. 
I suppose, he had been residing chiefly, 
if not wholly in Philippi, from the time 
of the persecution of Paul and Silas 
there. 

Again, we find the whole company 
at Troas ; though the voyeige from 
Philippi thither appears to have been 
longer than the former journey from 
Troas to that place. It was a voyage 
of five days ; prolonged, in all probabil- 
ity, by adverse winds. 

They remained at Troas a week. 
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Here it was that Paul held a late even- 
ing meeting, at which Eutychus a 
young man of the company, got to 
sleep and fell out of a window, and was 
taken up as dead, though he was after- 
wards restored by Paul. This scene 
Timothy no doubt witnessed. 

I believe this evening meeting, , at 
Troas, is almost the only meeting of 
the kind which Paul is particularly spo- 
ken of as having attended. That he 
did sometimes hold meetings in the 
evening is, however, very probable. 
If it were not so, what did he mean, 
when, in addressing the elders of Eph- 
esus, at Miletus, as I shall have occa^ 
sion to mention presently, he spoke of 
having warned the Ephesians night and 
day, with tears, for three years togeth- 
er ? He might, indeed, have spent his 
evenings in going round to separate 
families; but I think it probable, 
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that he had also some eveniog meet- 
ings. 

From Troas, the company sailed 
next to Assos, except Paul, who walked. 
He joined them again, however, soon 
after they reached Assos. There were 
several places, of the name of Assos 
on the coast of Asia Minor, along which 
they were now sailing, and I do hot 
certainly know which of them was 
here intended. 

The next place the vessel touched 
at, wa5 Mitylene. This city was the 
capital of the island of Lesbos, and lay 
on the south side of the island. It' was 
celebrated for its elegant and stately 
buildings. 

They do not appear to have staid 
long at Mitylene, for the next day they 
passed Chios, or as it has been called 
in modern times, Scio ; and the next day 
they reached Samos, and stopped at 
Trogyllium, a place on the continent, 
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nearly opposite to Samos. They were 
now within about twenty miles of 
Ephesus ; and Timothy was approach- 
ing a place which would be likely to 
remind him again of Lystra. 

I speak here, — and I have sometimes 
spoken elsewhere, — as if Lystra, during 
Timothy's absence, was chiefly out of 
his mind. Now I do not believe it was 
so. I know very well, that an old 
proverb says, "out of sight, out of 
mind ; " and to some people, and in 
relation to some persons and things, it 
is indeed so. But not so, I think, 
with Timothy. I question whether 
he forgot his native Lystra a single 
day. Do you think he could kneel in 
his closet, from time to time, and never 
for a whole day, utter a petition in be- 
half of his parents, and his aged grand- 
parent, and his brothers and ^ sisters in 
the church there ? Do you think the 
13* 
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missionaries in the East Indies or at 
the Sandwich Islands, (wr in these very 
regions of Asia and Syria, ever forget, 
for a whole day, their native hills, and 
dear friends of New England ? 

And why should Timothy forget 
Lystra, even for a day ? You will say, 
perhaps, But would not the thoughts 
of home embitter his happiness ? Would 
they not even render him quite misera- 
ble ? O, no. Far, very far from that. 
They would add to his happiness; 
they would sweeten every pleasure ; 
they would heighten every joy ; they 
would allay the miseries of every pang, 
and pour balsam into every wound. 

I know many, who have had no ex- 
perience in this matter, entertain very 
different sentiments. They suppose 
that Timothy, for example, lost, by ab- 
sence, his love for Lystra, and his 
friends there. Never, O, never. I 
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think it more likely his love for home 
was increased by age and absence. 

How then could he be happy ? It 
was that he loved God more than Lys- 
tra ; so much more, that, in the accom- 
plishment of his will, Lystra and his 
attachments there, sunk into compara- 
tive insignificance. It was not that he 
loved Lystra any less, really ; but that 
he loved the cause of Christ, and the 
work or. ministry to which he was ap- 
pointed, much more, and this love sup- 
ported him. 

Timothy felt that his field of action 
was the world. He was at home, 
everywhere, and consequently every- 
where happy. Wherever there were 
men, and women, and children, bearing 
the straggling marks of having been 
made in the image of God, there was 
his brother, his sister and his mother. 

O, how little, how contracted, how 
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narrow is that human love, which only 
takes in a few immediate relatives, and 
perhaps a few neighbors; and which 
sees little if any beauty or excellence 
in persons, places, or things out of the 
range of vision from the place where 
the individual happened to draw his 
first breath ! 

And yet there is a great deal of this 
love, narrow and unworthy as it is, to 
be fpund in the world. The Chinese 
are not the only people, who think 
there is no goodness, or beauty, or 
pleasure, out of their own country, and 
beyond their own doors. Nor are the 
frozen Icelanders so singular, in this 
matter, as some have supposed. Here 
in our New England, — hard, sterile, 
iron-bound New England, — there is 
the same thing to be found; not in a 
single case, or in half a dozen cases 
only, but in thousands. 
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As Christians, we must get above 
all this. We must not see less beauty, 
or less excellence, or less happiness, at 
our own homes ; but we must endeav- 
or to see so much of these abroad, sur- 
rouading and sweetening other homes, 
that the view will greatly modify our 
more selfish attachments. It will not, 
— I repeat it, — make us love home any 
less, absolutely ; but it will prevent our 
being homesick, f^e void which ab- 
seftce from home at first naturally 
creates, will not be an aching one ; for 
other objects, in a world where they so 
mudii ^ibound, will flow in, and fill it. 

If Timothy, when, on his return 
from Europe the first time, left the 
company at Ephesus, as I have sup- 
posed, it is evident he did not do so 
now ; for the vessel in which they sailed 
did not stop there. Paul, it seems, 
was in haste to get to Jerusalem ; and 
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perhaps he was afraid that if he stopped 
in Ephesus, his many friends there 
would detain him too long. Besides, it 
would have been out of their course. 
So passing by Ephesus, they landed at 
Miletus, thirty-six miles further south. 
Here a scene took place which Timo- 
thy, if he witnessed it, must have found 
truly affecting. I know not that there 
are half a dozen more affecting descrip- 
tions of events in the whole Bible. 

I said Paul did not stop at Ephesus, 
Having come to Miletus, however, he 
sent for some of the principal men in 
the Ephesian church to come to him ; 
who came without delay, and Paul 
bade them a most affectionate farewell ; 
expecting, it seems, never to meet them 
again in this world. The words of his 
farewell discourse are found in the 
twentieth chapter of Acts, to which I 
must refer you ; for besides that it would 
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be out of place to insert it here, I 
should do it injustice to separate it from 
the connection in which it there stands. 

If Timothy left the company any- 
where on this coast, to cross over by 
land and revisit Lystra, it is probable, 
he left them here. We do not know 
that he left. 

We only know that little more is said 
about him as a traveler ; and the Bible 
is especially silent about him during 
the completion of the present voyage 
to Jerusalem, and after the arrival 
there. 
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Age of Timothy at this Period — ^Remarks on his 
History — ^Timothy at Rome, with Paul — ^Impris- 
oned there — Is liberated, and returns with Paul 
to £phesus — ^Is made Bishop there — Paul's Let- 
ters to him — ^Paul begs him to come to Rome— 
Did he go?— Contents of the Letters— Conjectures 
what became of Timothy, in the end. Some of 
the most striking Advice contained in Paul's 
Letters — ^Is any thing known of the Death of Tim- 
othy ? — ^Remarks on Death, in general. 

It may excite surprise, in the minds 
of some, to know that at this time, 
when we begin to lose sight of the 
history, — the life, preaching, journeys, 
and perils of Timothy, — he was* little 
more thaU thirty years of age ; certainly 
not thirty-five. So that just as he had 
arrived on the stage of life, mature in 
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body and mind, and fitted for the noble 
work to which he was devoted, he 
disappears from our view. 

But we should remember that the 
Bible, though full of history and biog- 
raphy, gives us its history and biogra- 
phy in its own way^ Here it gives us 
such a trait, in some person's character; 
there, some other trait; here, it gives 
the early, or education part of life ; there, 
the middle or end of it ; here, it gives 
us some fact or event of a man's life, 
perhaps, without telling us any thing 
about his origin or end. 

There is wisdom, no less than design 
in all this, as he who studies the Bible, 
will more and more perceive. I have 
not room, in such a work as this, to 
enter deeply into this highly inter- 
esting subject; it is sufficient, perhaps, 
that I announce the fact, and leave 
14 
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it for your further reflection and 
study. 

The Holy Spirit, in moving Luke 
to write of Timothy, seems to have 
had, it chiefly in view to give us his 
early life. 1 regard what had already 
occurred, up to the period of which I 
am now speaking, as the process of 
,his education. Life, indeed, is nothing 
more than a great school for education ; 
but it is for the world beyond the 
grave. There is a period beginning 
with our birth and reaching on to 
maturity of body and mind, which may 
properly enough be considered as our 
period of education, for this world in 
particular; although it usually deter- 
mines, at the same time, our character 
for both worlds. What fits us really 
the best for this world, does at the 
same time, — and to a certain extent, 
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— prepare us best for the world to 
come. 

No man's education could be better 
adapted to the wants of both worlds, 
than was that of Timothy. He was 
now fit for great works, in whatever 
part of the universe God might want 
him ; whether in this world or any 
other. But his work was not finished 
in this world ; though as I have already 
twice intimated, his history now begins 
to be obscure. 

In some way or other, — we know 
not how, he got to Rome ; and was 
there with Paul. Some have supposed 
he went there to see Paul. Others 
have thought it possible he accompa- 
nied him thither, when he went as a 
prisoner, and when he was shipwrecked. 
Had he been in the company, however, 
during this series of wonderful events, 
it is strange Luke, in writing the 
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Acts, did not so much as once mention 
it. 

All we know with certainty is, that 
he was in Rome; that he was there 
when Paul wrote from Rome to the 
Philippians, the Colossians, and to 
Philemon, for he is named in the titles 
of all three of these, and that he was 
imprisoned in Rome, but afterwards 
released from his confinement. The 
fact that he was imprisoned, we only 
know from what Paul says, at the end 
of his Epistle to the Hebrews, where 
he speaks of his being set at liberty. 

Paul, it seems, some time after this, 
returned from Rome, and Timothy 
with him. This was about A. D. 63 
or 64, when Timothy might have been 
about thirty-three or thirty-four years 
old. They appear to have sailed first 
for Ephesus, and landed there. Here 
Paul made Timothy the overseer, or 
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bishop, as it is sometime^ called in 
Scripture, of the church there, and left 
him ; while he himself was employed 
in other labors. 

How long Timothy had the charge 
of this Ephesian church, cannot now 
be told. Some writers have conjec- 
tured that he was the angel of the 
church at Ephesus, mentioned by John 
in the Revelation, more than thirty 
years afterward ; but it is conjecture 
only.' Any other minister or bishop 
may have been the angel of that church, 
at the time John wrote, as well as 
Timothy. 

While Timothy was minister or 
bishop at Ephesus, or about this period, 
he received from Paul a letter or epistle 
giving him such various instruction as 
his new situation would naturally de- 
mand. This epistle was written about 
A.D. 68, according to most commen- 
14* 
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tators, but according to others in A. D. 
65, A second letter was sent to him, 
a year or two afterwards. The first 
was written from some part of Mace- 
donia, — perhaps Philippi; the second 
from Rome- 
Paul's second letter or Epistle to Tim- 
othy, written from Rome, is believed 
to have been the last letter he ever 
wrote. It has been sometimes con- 
sidered as his last will or testament, 
designed both for Timothy and the 
whole Christian church. It is full of 
kindness and fatherly tenderness, and 
he who can read it, in view of the cir- 
cumstances in which it was written, 
without emotion, must be very singu- 
larly constituted. 

In this Epistle, Paul entreats Tim- 
othy to come to Rome and see him ; 
an4 to come "before winter.'' If 
Xioiothy went, i^ is uncertain whether 
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he arrived in time to see Paul, as he 
probably suflFered martyrdom not long 
afterward. 

How long Timothy lived after this, 
or where he livedo and how or when 
or where he died, the Bible ^does not 
tell us, and it would be idle to conjec- 
ture. As he was not above thirty-five 
years of age, he had a long life of 
active usefulness before him, unless 
indeed, his many " infirmities," of 
which Paul speaks, brought him dowii 
to the grave prematurely. 

If his health continued tolerable, — 
and such it probably might have done, 
with his remarkably temperate habits, 
■ — he hid it in his power to do immense 
good. Trained as he had been, what 
might not a man accomplish in thirty 
or forty years ? He might have put in 
train, one would think, a series of 
causes, which, by the blessing of God, 
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would have resulted in the conversion 
of the whole population of Asia Minor, 

I have spoken of PauPs Epistles or 
letters to Timothy, especially the last, 
as constituting a kind of will, or legacy. 
Although you have probably often read 
them, it may not be amiss to direct your 
attention for a short time, to some of 
the items of advice which they contain. 
For though Timothy was a bishop, 
much of the advice will apply to every 
body else, as well as to him, and other 
bishops. 

He charges Timothy, " Let no man 
despise thy youth." This alone shows 
that Timothy, though now an overseer 
or bishop, was yet young. The apostle 
wishes him to behave in such a steady 
and becoming manner, that though a 
mere youth, no one might be able, 
justly, to complain of his ^^onduct ; but 
on the contrary, might be convinced, 
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that young as he was, he was yet old 
in wisdom, piety and goodness. An- 
other wise man had already told the 
world, that " wisdom is the gray hair 
to man, and ah unspotted life is old 
age." 

Young as he was, too, he charges 
him to be an example to all professing 
Christians arcmnd him ; of which, if he 
was at Ephesus, the number was very 
considerable. Indeed, wherever he 
was, he would, most undoubtedly, 
gather together a large church. 

He was to be an example to them 
in word or speech, and in conversation 
or behavior. I have already told you 
that the people of the east, in the time 
of Timothy, were, as a body, much 
addicted to profane language, as well 
as to other improper conversation. We 
can hardly suppose the excellent Tim- 
othy needed, at this tim^, to be cau- 
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. tioned against open profane swearing. 
By no means. Yet there are a thou- 
sand words used in nearly the best 
society, that a minister ought to avoid ; 
and if in the best, how is it in the 
worst? How must it have been in 
and about Ephesus? For the morals 
and manners of the people of that 
region were, at the time of Timothy, 
most exceedingly corrupt. 

Many young people seem to think, 
that if they studiously avoid using any 
of the names of the Deity, in familiar 
conversation, they do well. I have 
known not a few, who, though they 
would not really swear, would make 
very near approaches to swearing. 
You remember, perhaps, the story of 
Gen. Putnam, when among the Indians. 
They tied him up, on one occasion, to 
a tree, and hurled their tomahawks, in 
sport, to see how near to his head they 



d by Google 



THE YOUNG MISSIONARY. 167 

could come without hitting it. And I 
have known many a young man who 
seemed to delight in coming as near 
an oath as he possibly could, without 
hitting. Such persons are profane at 
heart, and almost as guilty as if they 
broke out into open swearing. 

But there are many others, who, 
though they use few if any words which 
can be considered profane, do not yet 
comply fully with the injunction of the 
apostle, " Let no corrupt communication 
proceed out of your mouth ; neither 
filthiness, nor foolish talking, nor jest- 
ing :" an injunction, which, by the way, 
was given to the Christians at this 
same Ephesus, where I suppose Tim- 
othy was when he received the letter ; 
but will apply to us and a!l mankind.. 

It may still seem strange to nvcuiy, that 
Timothy should be cautioned on any 
of these latter points. But do we not 
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know that " evil communications cor- 
rupt good manners?" Do we not 
know that the best young man, — even 
the young minister, — who lives amid 
bad conversation, is in constant danger 
of becoming addicted to the use of it, 
in some of its least offensive forms ? 
Even Timothy, excellent as was his 
moral character, and chaste and correct 
as w^s his conversation, could not have 
lived in Ephesus without danger ; and 
he certainly needed the aged apostle's 
caution. 

He was directed to be an example 
in charity, or love. And a minister 
ought to be so. There is a great want 
of true love and benevolence among 
men. There is by far too much of the 
character of Ishmael. Our hands are 
apt to be against every man, and every 
man's hands against ours. 

Charity, or love, is almost always 
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undervalued. Were it not so, what did 
Paul mean, when he said, " Though I 
bestow all my goods to feed the poor 
(a meritorious deed certainly, in itself 
considered), and though I give my body 
to be burned, and have not charity, it 
profiteth me nothing?" No wonder, 
then, that Timothy was required to be 
an example in this matter. 

He was to be an example in spirit. 
A proper zeal, a due degree of public 
spirit, in a good cause, is always com- 
mendable ; but perhaps no where more 
so than in a Christian minister or 
bishop. It is only when zeal is unac- 
companied by just knowledge, that it 
becomes dangerous to society. 

Timothy was required to be an ex- 
ample in faith^ or, as the word here 
probably means, in faithfulness, or fidel- 
ity. He must be faithful in all his 
engagements, whatever their nature; 
15 
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faithful to man, and faithful to God. 
He was to be wholly beyond the reach 
of suspicion or bribery. 

He was to be an example in purity. 
In another place, Paul says to him, with 
emphasis, Keep thyself pure. Be pure 
in thought, in feeling, in conversation, 
in action. O, how much impurity is 
there in the world ! In Asia, in the 
time of Timothy, impurity was con- 
nected, sometimes, with the very wor- 
ship of their deities. So it is at this 
very hour, in some parts of the East 
Indies. How important then, to all, 
whether young or old, but especially 
the young, whether ministers or not, 
Keep thyself pure. 

Paul requested of Timothy, among 
other things, that he would make a 
wise use and improvement of his time. 
Till I come* 3ays he, give attention to 
reading, to exhortation, to doctrine. 
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He probably referred principally, to 
reading the Scriptures ; but he certain- 
ly did not mean to forbid the reading 
of other books, such as would be likely 
to have a useful tendency. 

He gives him not only numerous 
directions in regard to himself, but also 
in regard to others. Though arrayed 
in all the authority of a Christian min- 
ister, and therefore bound, on certain 
occasions, to reprove, rebuke, and ex- 
hort, yet he was to do it in the best and 
least offensive manner. This he was 
especially required to do, when the 
subjects of his rebuke were older than 
he. In such cases, he was to treat 
them with all the kindness of fathers 
and mothers. 

In short, he had the most ample 
directions in regard to the treatment of 
every class of persons with whom he 
might come in contact. It is surpris- 
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ing how full of instruction these two 
short letters are. 

It seems he was not only a bishop or 
overseer himself, but it devolved upon 
him, while at Ephesus, to ordain, or 
assist in ordaining or appointing other 
overseers. Paul gives him the most 
ample directions too, in this matter; 
reminding him of the awful responsibil- 
ity of the task ; detailing at some length 
what ought to be the character, situa- 
tion, circumstances, &c., of every Chris- 
tian bishop. The wives of bishops, he 
also speaks of ; — ^the character of dea- 
cons, &c. &c. 

But to state, at full length, the con- 
tents of this most remarkable will of 
the agejd apostle, would require far 
more space and time than belongs to a 
book like this. I vf^ill only say, that it 
was a most invaluable gift, and was. 
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undoubtedly, received as such by Tim- 
othy. 

We are only left to infer, from the 
general character of Timothy, how well 
he followed the directions thus given 
him. The aged apostle, soon after he 
received them from him, was probably 
called, as he predicted, to depart, and 
to receive the crown of glory which he 
so confidently believed was laid up for 
him. Of the manner of his death, 
however, nothing is recorded in the 
Bible; we only hear from tradition 
that he died a martyr at Rome. 

Of Timothy's death, we know still 
less, if possible, than of the death of 
Paul. Some of our young readers, if 
not a few older ones, will be curious to 
know when and where he died ; or at 
least to hear the traditions respecting 
him. But they are not worth repeating 
or remembering. 
15* 
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Nor is it, after all, of so much con- 
sequence as many appear to suppose, 
when and where and how a person 
dies, I know the world are always 
anxious to know these things. But if 
the manner of our death were any test 
of our general character in life, or 
afforded any clue to our character and 
condition in the world to come, it 
seems to me the Bible would have laid 
more stress upon it. The Bible says 
very little about deaths or death-beds. 

As a general rule, men die as they 
live. If they live ill, they usually die 
so. We cannot place much reliance on 
a death-bed repentance. If men live 
well, they generally die accordingly. 
Sometimes it may indeed happen, as in 
the case of the poet Cowper, that the 
sun of the good man, may seem to set 
in a cloud. But if his life has been in 
accordance with the principles wod 
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spirit of Christianity, the transit is of 
course but momentary. Beyond the 
horizon is a brighter worid, where the 
righteous shall shine as the sun, and 
they that turn many to righteousness, 
as Timothy did, shall shine as the stars, 
for ever and ever. 
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